Beatson  Glass 
oneofthe  great  protectors 
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Wherever  drugs  and  medicines  are  dispensed 
Beatson  glass  containers  keep  them  safe  and  ready  to  hand. 

Beatson  Clark  have  been  making  glass 
for  two  centuries  and  today  serve  the  pharmaceutical  world 

with  most  types  of  medicinal  glass  containers 

Ask  your  wholesaler 

Beatson  Clark 

Beatson,  Clark  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Rotherham,  South  Yorkshire,  S60  2AA 
Telephone:  0709  79141  Telex:  54329 
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Not  only  a  better  ostomy  system. 


Hollister  produces  a  most  comprehensive  and 
technically  advanced  range  of  stoma  bags  and 
accessories.  In  the  last  few  years  they  have 
pioneered  many  developments  in  both  design 
and  materials  that  have  established  new 
standards  in  stoma  care. 

Hollister'  appliances  are  designed  to  restore 
the  self-confidence  and  independence  so 
important  to  the  patient  when  picking  up  the 
threads  of  a  nearly  normal  life  style.  You  can 


recommend  a  perfectly  fitting  bag  made  of 
odour-resistant  plastic  with  a  Karaya  Gum  Seal 
to  prevent  leakage  and  protect  sore  skin  when 
you  supply  Hollister  products.  You  can  also 
recommend  a  variety  of  adhesive  bags  and 
accessory  products. 

Hollister  bags  are  comfortable  to  wear,  secure, 
virtually  undetectable  in  everyday  use  and 
simplicity  itself  to  change.  But  that  is  only  part 
of  the  story. 


...also  a  better  service 


To  provide  the  vital  link  between  the  patients 
leaving  hospital  and  their  total  independence, 
we  have  our  own  Stoma  Advisory  Service. 
Specially  trained  nurses  are  available  to  you 
and  your  customers  to  advise  on  all  aspects  of 
stoma  care. 


In  support  of  this  personalised  service  we  also 
supply  literature  and  other  aids  to  help  patients 
to  deal  with  problems  they  encounter.  We 
need  your  help  to  make  this  service  widely 
available.  Together  we  could  help  a  lot  of 
people — ring  me  on  Sheerness  3371  (Ext.  334). 


Send  them  home  happy  with  HOLLISTER*  appliances. 


To  Abbott  Laboratories  Ltd,  Queenborough, 
Kent  ME1 1  5 E  L. 

Please  send  me  more  information  on  the 
Holiister  range  of  ostomy  products. 

Name  


Position- 
Address- 
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Bhollister 

•TRADE  MARKS  OF  HOLLISTER  INCORPORATED  CHICAGO  ILLINOIS  USA 


one  and  a  half  million  people 
are  infested  with  head  lice  in  the 
U.K. today.  During  the  autumn  of  1977, 
the  Health  Education  Council  are  mounting 
a  nationwide  campaign  to  eradicate  the  head  louse 
from  this  country. They  are  recommending 
the  use  of  preparations  containing 
malathion  and  carbaryl. 
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SPECIAL  BONUS  OFFER  ON 

PRIODERM.  NEW  CARYLDERM 

&  ESODERM  preparations 

during  month  of  AUGUST 

15%  discount  on  original  packs 
through  branches  of 
^    Vestric  Ltd. 


® 


PRODUCT 

SIZE 

PACK 

REC. 
SELLING 
PRICE  INC. 
V.A.T.  EACH 

NORMAL 
PACK 
TRADE  PRICE 
EX.V.A.T. 

YOUR 
BONUS 
PACK  COST 
EX.V.A.T. 

PRIODERM  LOTION 

55  ml 

12 

0.39 

2.88 

2.448 

PRIODERM  SHAMPOO 

18g 

12 

0.34 

2.52 

2.142 

CARYLDERM  LOTION 

55ml 

12 

0.42 

3.12 

2.652 

CARYLDERM  GEL  SHAMPOO 

18g 

12 

0.36 

2.64 

2.244 

ESODERM  LOTION 

55ml 

6 

0.44 

1.62 

1.377 

ESODERM  SHAMPOO 

20g 

12 

0.29 

2.16 

1.836 

ESODERM  SHAMPOO 

300 g 

3 

2.43 

4.50 

3.825 

PLUS13for12  offer  on  Carylderm  Lotion  when  bought  with  another  line. 


Alcoholic  lotions  of  malathion 
and  carbaryl  are  the  preparations 
of  choice  in  head  lice  eradication 
because  they  leave  insecticide 
on  the  hair  in  a  concentration 
much  greater  than  comparable 
aqueous  formulations. 

So,  when  it's  a  matter  of  lice  and 
death  -  Recommend  prioderm 
Lotion  and  carylderm  Lotion. 

And  when  it  has  to  be  a 
shampoo  -  prioderm  Cream 
Shampoo  and  carylderm  Gel 
Shampoo. 

/fjapp^  Napp  Laboratories  Limited, 

Hill  Farm  Avenue, Watford, Herts  WD2  7RA. 

"  PRIODERM,  CARYLDERM  and  ESODERM  are  registered  trade  marks. 
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Carylderm 


Containing  Catbacyt  0  5% 

The  cosmetic 
alcohol  bg 
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Comment 


Peter  to  pay  Paul 

The  remuneration  package  Mr  Ennals  has  put  together 
for  chemists  (p180)  will  be  easy  for  the  Government  to 
"sell"  to  Members  of  Parliament  and  the  public — it 
could  be  summed  up  as  robbing  the  rich  dispensing 
barons  to  pay  the  poor  community  pharmacist  providing 
an  essential  service.  Helping  the  smaller  pharmacy  is 
fine:  it  is  what  the  profession  has  been  demanding.  But 
can  the  "barons"  afford  to  be  so  generous  without  their 
own  service  deteriorating?  We  doubt  it. 

Perhaps  some  of  the  large-store  multiple  pharmacies 
can — those  with  high  counter  sales  in  relation  to  NHS 
turnover — though  we  see  no  reason  why  they  should  be 
asked  to  make  the  sacrifice  with  NHS  remuneration  so 
inadequate  overall.  On  the  other  hand,  the  high-NHS 
business,  multiple  or  private,  which  has  proved  its  value 
to  the  public  by  the  very  throughput  of  prescriptions, 
stands  to  lose  heavily  (despite  Mr  Ennals'  offer  of  £5m 
over  two  years  to  ease  their  "subsidy"  burden).  The 
so-called  "professional"  pharmacies  must  certainly 
come  into  this  category. 

Some  owners  of  smaller  dispensing  businesses  may 
look  at  the  figures  and  be  gratified  by  the  proposed 
increase  in  their  remuneration — around  £1,000  a  year. 
Indeed,  it  is  calculated  that  some  70  per  cent  of 
pharmacies  will  be  slightly  better  off.  But  the  proposals 
really  do  nothing  for  the  cash  flow  problems  of  the 
pharmaceutical  service  as  a  whole  (and  the  service 
must  survive  as  a  whole),  while  the  calculations  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee  suggest 
that  many  smaller  pharmacies  will  still  be  making  a  loss 
on  their  dispensing  activities.  As  the  chairman,  Bob 
Worby,  said  on  Wednesday:  'Mr  Ennals  has  suggested 
a  palliative  which  does  nothing  at  all  to  treat  the 
disease.  This  will  in  no  way  get  pharmacy  out  of 
trouble". 

Of  course  the  proposals  are  on  the  right  lines — 
removal  of  the  imbalance  between  profit  margins 
made  by  large  and  small  contractors  was  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  PSNC  itself  and  approved  by  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  representatives.  But  the 
present  dispute  arises  from  the  loss  of  £11  m  from  the 
balance  sheet  following  the  stock-holding  inquiry, 
coupled  with  less  than  enthusiastic  Department  of 
Health  responses  to  PSNC  claims  in  respect  of  property 
costs  and  many  other  remuneration  anomalies.  In  our 
view,  there  is  insufficient  evidence  of  the  "new  money" 
essential  to  the  survival  of  a  healthy  pharmaceutical 
service  for  contractors  to  be  satisfied  with  the  long-term 
effects  of  this  offer. 

However,  before  the  conference  of  LPC  representa- 
tives (called  for  October  2  to  consider  the  offer)  there 
is  an  urgent  need  for  all  those  potential  effects  to  be 
spelled  out  to  contractors.  We  understand  that  if  the 
conference  approved  the  proposals  they  could  be  put 
into  immediate  effect — possibly  even  in  respect  of 
October  prescriptions — so  it  is  essential  that  opportunity 
is  given  for  individual  contractors  to  approach  their  own 
representatives  about  the  way  they  should  vote.  It  may 
still  be  a  question  of  acceptance  or  sanctions,  and  the 
decision  must  not  be  taken  lightly  without  the 
considered  support  of  the  whole  profession. 
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On— cost  graduated 
but  offer  'derisory' 


"'Derisory  and  very  inadequate",  was  Mr 
Bob  Worby's  description  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health's  proposals  to  combat 
pharmacy  closures.  Speaking  at  a  Press 
conference  on  Wednesday,  Mr  Worby, 
chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee,  discussed  the 
results  of  last  week's  meeting  with  Mr 
Ennals,  Secretary  for  Social  Services,  to 
seek  more  money  to  keep  small  pharma- 
cies viable.  The  proposals  require  a  re- 
allocation of  the  global  sum  from  larger 
dispensing  practices  to  the  smaller. 

"Mr  Ennals  suggests  a  Robin  Hood 
compromise",  said  Mr  Worby.  Larger 
chemists  which  at  least  are  profitable  at 
the  moment  would  take  a  drop  in  remu- 
neration and  many  would  be  unable 
adequately  to  replace  their  stocks.  Smaller 
chemists  which,  on  figures  agreed  with  the 
Minister,  were  already  making  a  loss  of 
£1,587  per  annum  were  being  offered 
£1,240  and  must  put  in  £10  a  week  extra 
to  replace  stock.  The  Government  admits 


The  following  letter,  dated  July  26,  was 
sent  by  Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  for 
Social  Services,  to  Mr  R.  G.  Worby,  chair- 
man, PSNC: 

"The  figures  which  were  enclosed  with 
your  letter  to  me  of  July  4  and  on  which 
you  and  my  officials  are  agreed — showed 
in  a  most  striking  fashion  wide  discrepan- 
cies in  the  NHS  remuneration  between 
the  smaller  and  the  larger  pharmacies; 
the  former  not  covering  their  NHS  costs 
whilst  the  latter  are  receiving  on  average 
substantially  more  than  the  16  per  cent 
return  on  capital  for  which  the  contract 
provides.  The  discrepancies  arise  because 
the  standard  rate  on-cost  and  professional 
fee  does  not  adequately  reimburse  the 
higher  overheads  of  small  pharmacies. 

"A  pharmacist  who  is  performing  a 
necessary  service  and  running  his  business 
efficiently  ought  not  to  suffer  losses  on  his 
NHS  business.  It  is  clear  that  this  inequity 
needs  to  be  remedied. 

Help  for  smaller  pharmacies 

"For  this  purpose,  and  to  help  the  smal- 
ler pharmacies,  I  therefore  propose  that 
we  should  introduce — as  indeed  you  have 
yourselves  suggested — a  differential  on- 
cost. In  place  of  the  flat  10£  per  cent  we 
would  expect  to  pay  28  per  cent  for  the 
first  3,000  prescriptions,  20  per  cent  for 
the  next  4,000,  12-9  per  cent  for  the  next 
4,000  and  7-4  per  cent  for  the  rest  (or 
alternatively  rate  of  26|  per  cent,  18|  per 
cent,  11-4  per  cent  and  5  9  per  cent  if 
the  dispensing  fee  were  at  the  same  time 
increased  by  2p  to  26 -5p). 

"Our  estimation  is  that  a  scheme  on 
these  lines  would  mean  that  some  6,000 


that  one  third  would  still  be  losing  over 
£1,000  a  year. 

The  average  amount  required,  after  tax, 
to  replace  stock  one  for  one  was  £1,250. 
That  represented  the  extra  25  per  cent 
capital  needed  each  year  because  of  the 
25  per  cent  increase  in  drug  prices.  The 
proposals  did  nothing  to  increase  the  per- 
centage profit  on  invested  capital  required 
for  stock  replacement  during  high  inflation. 

Mr  Ennals  had  reduced  the  balance 
sheet  by  £llm  but  had,  however,  offered 
to  give  £3m  back  in  respect  of  1977  and  a 
further  £2m  in  1978,  conditional  upon  the 
PSNC's  acceptance  of  his  proposals. 
Chemists  were  locked  into  the  contract  yet 
their  money  and  labour  invested  elsewhere 
would  yield  far  more. 

The  PSNC  is  to  refer  the  proposals  to 
a  conference  of  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  representatives  to  be  held  on 
Sunday,  October  2,  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  headquarters,  1  Lambeth  High 
Street,  London  SE1. 


pharmacies  would  qualify  for 
approximately  as  follows 

an  increase 

Scripts 

No  of 

Average 

per  annum 

pharmacies 

increase 

0  to  11,000 

500 

£1150 

11,000  to  22,000 

2250 

£1100 

22,000  to  33,000 

2500 

£700 

33,000  to  44,000 

1500 

£200 

"I  recognise  that  pharmacies  with  more 
than  44,000  prescriptions  a  year  would 
have  a  reduction  in  their  remuneration — 
substantial  in  the  case  of  those  with  more 
than  61,000  prescriptions;  but  they  would 
still  on  average  be  receiving  considerably 
more  than  the  16  per  cent  return  on 
capital  which  the  contract  is  intended  to 
provide.  I  also  accept  that  special  con- 
sideration would  have  to  be  given  to  the 
200  pharmacies  benefitting  from  the  exist- 
ing Essential  Small  Pharmacies  scheme  so 
that  none  would  be  worse  off  than  at 
present". 

"The  essential  feature  of  this  scheme  is 
that  the  remuneration  for  pharmacies  with 
less  than  43,000  prescriptions  a  year  would 
be  increased  overall  by  £5  million,  of 
which  £3  million  would  be  provided  from 
public  funds  to  'prime  the  pump'  in  the 
first  year  and  the  remaining  £2  million  by 
redistribution  from  the  larger  pharmacies. 
On  the  understanding  that  this  would 
enable  us  to  reach  agreement,  I  would 
be  prepared  to  make  available  a  further 
£2  million  in  the  following  year  to  com- 
plete the  phasing-in  of  the  redistribution 
scheme". 

"This  is  the  scheme  I  put  to  you  yester- 
day ;  but,  within  the  financial  limits  I  have 
described,  I  should  be  prepared  to  con- 


sider any  alternative  method  of  distribu- 
tion which  you  felt  would  better  serve  the 
interests  of  your  members.  I  should  like  to 
make  it  clear,  because  a  certain  amount 
of  misunderstanding  has  arisen,  that  there 
is  no  question  of  any  cut  in  the  current 
rate  of  professional  fee  or  on-cost  as  a 
result  of  the  1975  stockholding  inquiry. 
We  have  together  given  much  thought  to 
the  problems  which  face  the  smaller  phar- 
macies, in  particular,  at  a  time  of  great 
financial  constraint;  and  I  am  sure  that 
this  scheme  will  do  much  to  rectify  the 
inequities  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  hope 
that  you  will  give  my  offer  very  serious 
consideration." 

Letter  to  LPCs 

The  PSNC  considered  Mr  Ennals'  reply 
on  July  27.  Mr  Alan  J.  Smith,  chief 
executive,  has  sent  the  following  letter, 
together  with  the  Department's  proposals, 
to  secretaries  and  members  of  Local  Phar- 
maceutical Committees  in  England  and 
Wales : 

"The  conference  of  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  representatives  on  November 
21,  1976,  accepted  the  principle  of  a  differ- 
ential on-cost.  The  Secretary  of  State  in 
his  letter  recognises  the  higher  overhead 
cost  per  prescription  of  the  smaller  dis- 
pensing business  and  proposes  a  graduated 
on-cost  related  to  the  number  of  prescrip- 
tions dispensed.  He  is  satisfied  that  the! 
standard  rate  of  on-cost  together  with  the 
professional  fee  does  not  adequately  re- 
imburse the  overhead  costs  of  the  smaller 
pharmacy  and  is  a  major  contributing  fac- 
tor to  the  closure  of  pharmacies. 

"The  short-term  result  of  the  Secretary 
of  State's  offer  will  mean  an  increase  in 
NHS  remuneration  for  about  70  per  cent 
of  pharmaceutical  contracts.  But,  because 
the  proposals  involve  a  shift  in  remunera- 
tion from  the  larger  to  the  smaller  con- 
tractor, the  remaining  30  per  cent  wil 
have  their  income  frozen  because  in  per 
centage  terms  their  on-cost  will  decreas« 
resulting  in  reduction  in  remuneration  ir 
real  terms.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  th< 
proposals  do  nothing  to  increase  the  per 
centage  profit  on  invested  capital  requirec 
to  finance  the  replacement  of  stock  in  ; 
period  of  high  inflation. 

"The  Secretary  of  State  insists  on  th( 
application  of  the  1975  stock  holding  in 
quiry  findings  which,  as  previously  indi 
cated,  reduces  the  amount  of  money  avail 
able  in  the  Balance  Sheet  by  £llm  for  th 
period  1975-1977,  but  has  offered  £3m  ii 
respect  of  1977  and  a  further  £2m  in  197 
conditional  upon  the  Committee's  accep 
tance  of  his  proposals." 

This  offer  should  be  viewed  in  the  ligh 
of  negotiations  on  NHS  remuneratio: 
generally  in  1977.  The  following  addi 
tional  monies  will  also  become  availabl 
because  of  agreement  between  the  PSN< 
and  the  Department: 

£  per  annur 
Increase  overhead  costs  10 -6m 

Reduction  in  discount  scale  4  0m 
Increase  in  container  allowance  2 -2m 
Increase  in  notional  salary  1-lm  I 

Oxygen,  rota  services  0-3m 

"It  should  be  noted  that  the  majority  c  I 
these  increases  relate  to  the  reimbursemer  I 
of  costs  and  therefore  do  not  affect  th  I 
fundamental  issue  of  an  adequate  prof  I 
margin."  (See  MP's  debate,  p!96). 
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1.    DHSS  graduated  on-cost  proposals 

*  Rate  of  on-cost 

First  3,000  prescriptions  28  Per  cent 

Next  4,000  prescriptions  20  per  cent 

Next  4,000  prescriptions  12  percent 

All  other  prescriptions  7-4  per  cent 

f  A  deduction  of  1-5  pef  cent  from  these  figures  is  proposed  in  order  to  increase  the  professional  fee 
by  2p.  The  following  calculations  of  the  additional  benefits  of  the  proposed  scheme  are  not  affected  by 
this  "switch". 


2.    Effect  on  payments 


Group  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Annual  0- 

11,000- 

22,000- 

33,000- 

44,000- 

61,000 

prescriptions  10,999 

21,999 

32,999 

43,999 

60,000 

+  over 

Average 

84,000 

prescriptions  7,700 

17,000 

27,000 

38,000 

51,000 

A.  Additional 

payment  per  +£1,240 

+  21,100 

+  £680 

+  £220 

-£325 

-£1,700 

pharmacy 

For  comparison — PSNC 

"Basic  Practice  Allowance' 

NIL 

+  £610 

+  £610 

+  £610 

+  £610 

+  £610 

B.  Additional 

payment  per     +  16  1p 

+  6  5p 

+  2-5p 

+  0-6p 

-0-6p 

-2-0p 

prescription 

For  comparison — PSNC 

"Basic  Practice  Allowance' 

NIL 

+  3-6p 

+  2-3p 

+  1  6p 

+  1  2p 

+  0-7p 

C.  Additional 

payment  per      +  £0-6m 

+  £2-5m 

+  £1-7m 

+  £0  4m 

-£0  4m 

-£1-6m 

group 

For  comparison — PSNC 

"Basic  Practice  Allowance' 

NIL 

+  £1-4m 

+  £1-5m 

+  £10m 

+  £0  8m 

+  £0  6m 

Joint  PSNC/DHSS  statement  of  1977  NHS  costs  and  profii 

Group 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1.  Surplus/ (deficit)  on  cost 

p(25  51) 

(1017) 

(0-60) 

1-16 

3-21 

3-21 

2.  Profit  paid 

p  4-90 

4-90 

4  90 

4  90 

4-90 

4-90 

3. 

(20-61) 

(  5-27) 

4-30 

606 

8  11 

8  11 

4.  Actual  profit/loss 

£(1,587) 

(949) 

1,161 

2,303 

4,136 

6,812 

5.  Return  on  capital  employed 

per  cent 

-46 

-14 

13 

20 

30 

26 

i6.  More  or  (less)  £'s  profit  than 

intended  16  per  cent  return 

£(2,137) 

(2,014) 

(289) 

441 

1,933 

2,621 

7.  Additional  capital  requirement 

£492 

950 

1,312 

1,664 

1,601 

3,788 

8.  (Shortfall) /surplus  line  7 

c/f  line  4 

£(2,079) 

(1,899) 

(151) 

639 

2,535 

3,024 

Approach  to  ACAS  on  notional  salary 


\n  application  under  schedule  1 1  of  the 
Employment  Protection  Act  1975  is  to  be 
ubmitted  to  the  Advisory,  Conciliation 
ind  Arbitration  Service  in  respect  of  not- 
onal  salary  of  the  proprietor  pharmacist. 
Schedule  1 1  provides  that  application  may 
?e  made  to  ACAS  where  an  employer  (in 
his  case  the  Department)  is  observing  less 
avourable  terms  or  conditions  of  em- 
)loyment  for  a  particular  group  of  work- 
ers than  for  other  workers  undertaking 
imilar  work  for  that  employer. 
I  This  action  was  decided  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Services  Negotiating  Committee 
it  its  meeting  last  week.  The  Committee 
pas  not  yet  decided  whether  to  base  its 
ase  on  the  salaries  of  a  hospital  principal 
iharmacist,  a  pharmacist  in  a  municipal 
kealth  centre  or  a  dispensing  doctor.  The 
tter  already  receive  a  100  per  cent  prem- 
ies allowance  and  a  70  per  cent  ancillary 
|taff  allowance.  A  general  practice  phar- 
iacist  also  works  a  42  hour  week  com- 
•ared  with  the  35  hours  of  a  hospital 
harmacist. 

No   reply   had   been   received   to  the 


Committee's  claim  in  respect  of  property 
costs  based  on  the  report  from  Coopers 
and  Lybrand  Associates  Ltd.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  Department  be  pressed  for  an 
early  reply.  The  Committee  also  decided 
to  submit  a  claim  for  an  increase  in 
"urgent"  fees  immediately. 

The  date  of  implementation  of  in- 
creased prices  for  pricing  purposes  had 
been  raised  at  the  meeting  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  July  25.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  any  change  in  the  pre- 
sent arrangements  and  discussions  are 
continuing  on  this  matter.  However,  the 
revised  discount  scale  has  been  applied  to 
all  prescriptions  dispensed  on  and  after 
June  1,  1977. 

Mr  G.  Irwin  has  been  appointed  to  the 
employers'  side  of  the  National  Joint 
Industrial  Council  for  Retail  Pharmacy. 
The  Clothier  Committee  on  rural  dispen- 
sing met  on  July  14  and  is  to  meet  again 
on  August  18.  The  Committee  approved 
the  PSNC  annual  report,  copies  of  which 
are  to  be  sent  to  all  chemist  contractors 
in  England  and  Wales. 


Minister  explains  chemists' 
remuneration  to  MPs 

Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  for  Health, 
has  received  so  many  letters  from  MPs 
about  pharmacists'  remuneration  that  he 
has  sent  them  all  a  five  page  letter  explain- 
ing how  the  system  works. 

The  letter  says  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  alleges 
the  Department  responded  to  the  claim 
for  an  increase  on  the  16  per  cent  profit 
margin  by  "taking  away"  money  due  to 
contractors.  This  is  not  so,  the  Minister 
says;  the  stockholding  inquiry  preceded 
PSNC's  claim.  The  Department  never 
intended  to  reduce  the  professional  fee  or 
on-cost  to  take  account  of  the  stockhold- 
ing inquiry,  but  the  effect  of  the  inquiry 
was  to  disappoint  pharmacists'  expectation 
of  an  increase  in  dispensing  fee  since  1975. 

The  Department  accepts  that  gross  pro- 
fit per  prescription  expressed  as  a  percen- 
tage of  total  NHS  turnover  fell  between 
1975  and  1977.  One  of  the  main  reasons 
was  adjustment  for  the  stockholding  period 
and  corresponding  reduction  in  return  on 
capital  employed,  but  other  factors  such 
as  the  notional  salary  and  labour  costs 
generally  had  been  restricted  under  the 
Government's  incomes  policy;  retail  phar- 
macists had  not  been  singled  out  for 
specially  harsh  treatment  as  wages  over 
the  whole  country  had  been  similarly 
affected.  Pharmacists'  overheads  on  NHS 
dispensing  were  still  being  met.  "Few,  if 
any,  other  businesses  receive  this  measure 
of  guaranteed  protection  against  rising 
costs." 

Finally,  Mr  Moyle  explains  the  Depart- 
ment's latest  offer  and  says  that  if  the 
proposals  are  accepted  by  the  PSNC  a 
close  watch  will  be  kept  to  see  whether  its 
attempt  to  achieve  a  fairer  distribution 
has  affected  the  rate  of  closures. 


ASTMS  see  Mr  Ennals 

When  asked  whether  contractors  would 
receive  any  increase  in  remuneration  for 
some  considerable  time,  a  Department  of 
Health  official  said  last  week  that  it  all 
depended  on  whether  costs  and  other  fac- 
tors increased  sufficiently  to  warrant  an 
increase. 

The  official  was  replying  to  an  ASTMS 
GPP  section  delegation  which  met  Mr 
David  Ennals,  Secretary  for  Social  Servi- 
ces, and  a  colleague  on  July  27.  Accord- 
ing to  Mr  Stanley  Blum,  secretary, 
ASTMS  GPP  section,  the  official  admitted 
that  the  £11  million  under  dispute  had 
already  been  removed  from  the  Balance 
Sheet.  Mr  Blum  earlier  pointed  out  that 
financial  strangulation  of  contractors  by 
the  Department  would  eliminate  their  pro- 
fessional role  as  suppliers.  One  alternative 
could  be  for  contractors  to  supply  medi- 
cines against  NHS  prescriptions  but  to 
charge  the  full  price  to  the  patient  who 
would  have  to  obtain  reimbursement 
directly  from  the  Department.  It  appeared 
ridiculous,  Mr  Blum  said,  that  the  Volun- 
tary Price  Regulation  Scheme  allowed 
some  drug  costs  to  almost  double  over 
the  past  two  years  while  pharmacists' 
remuneration  was  being  pruned  back 
without  mercy.  The  discussion  lasted  over 
half  an  hour. 
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Price  Commission  to  probe 
proprietary  medicines 


The  new  Price  Commission,  which  has 
wider  powers  than  its  predecessor,  came 
into  existence  on  August  1.  Among  the 
first  products  proposed  for  investigation 
by  the  Commission  are  proprietary  and 
"non-ethical"  medicines. 

A  statement  from  the  Department  of 
Prices  and  Consumer  Protection  said  that 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr  Roy  Hattersley, 
would  hold  consultations  with  the  Com- 
mission and  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading 
before  making  the  formal  reference  to  the 
Commission.  The  investigation  would 
cover  prices  and  margins  in  the  production 
and  distribution  of  proprietary  and  "non- 
ethical"  medicines  including  a  comparison 
with  the  prices  and  margins  of  unbranded 
equivalents.  The  study  would  concentrate 
on  larger  enterprises. 

The  issue  of  resale  price  maintenance 
will  almost  inevitably  be  revived  by  the 
investigation  since  proprietary  medicines 
and  books  are  the  only  classes  of  goods 
still  subject  to  RPM.  Books  are  also 
among  the  first  products  to  be  investigated 
by  the  Commission. 

New  Price  Code  comes 
into  operation 

A  new  Price  Code  came  into  operation  on 
August  1,  replacing  the  Counter-Inflation 
(Price  Code)  Order  1976  instigated  on 
August  1,  1976.  The  Counter-Inflation 
(Price  Code)  Order  1977  (SI  No  1272, 
HM  Stationery  Office,  £0-50)  removes 
provisions  imposing  cost-related  controls 
on  manufacturing  and  service  firms.  Con- 
trols on  net  profit  margins,  and,  in  the 
case  of  distributors,  gross  margins,  remain. 

Other  principal  changes  are  an  increase 
from  2|  to  3  per  cent  in  turnover  as  the 
minimum  profit  margin  reference  level  (or 
\2j  per  cent  on  capital  whichever  is  the 
greater) ;  investment  relief  extended  to 
acquisition  of  existing  industrial  buildings 
and  shops  etc ;  net  profit  margin  safe- 
guard for  distributors  is  modified  by  rais- 
ing the  level  of  gross  margins  to  allow  an 
increased  percentage  of  net  profit  margin 
reference  levels  to  be  obtained. 

As  before,  the  prices  of  "ethical"  medi- 
cines are  exempt  from  control  whilst  with- 
in the  scope  of  any  agreement  between  the 
Secretary  for  Social  Services  and  manufac- 
turers. NHS  charges  are  also  exempt. 

Retailers  may  not  increase  prices  of  goods 
that  have  been  displayed  by  reference  to 
increases  in  replacement  costs,  even  if 
such  a  price  increase  is  permitted  by  the 
Code.  That  does  not,  however,  apply 
where  the  annual  stock  turn  of  an  item 
is  less  than  10;  or  to  increases  directly 
resulting  from  the  withdrawal  of  special 
offers ;  or  to  goods  exempted  by  resale 
maintenance  or  the     Resale  Prices  Act 


1964;  or  where  the  effect  on  prices  if 
applying  the  rule  would  be  contrary  to 
consumers'  interests. 

The  Retail  Consortium  condemned  the 
Code  on  two  counts;  that  the  consultation 
period  was  too  short  to  be  effective  and 
that  the  extension  of  margin  controls  for 
another  year  (until  July  1978)  is  unreason- 
able. The  Consortium  points  out  that  mar- 
gin control  may  become  wholly  unwork- 
able if  retail  wages  rise  rapidly. 

The  Consortium  believes  the  controls  to 
be  oppressive,  unreasonable  and  unneces- 
sary when  price  competition  in  retailing 
was  more  vigorous  than  it  had  ever  been. 
In  the  absence  of  any  wage  control,  other 
than  the  twelve  month  rule,  they  were 
likely  to  be  wholly  ineffective  in  control- 
ling prices  although  damaging  to  confi- 
dence, investment  and  job  prospects  in  an 
industry  which  employed  more  school 
leavers  than  any  other. 

Household  spending  on 
medicines  still  rising 

Average  weekly  expenditure  on  medicines 
and  surgical  goods  rose  to  £0  25  during 
1976  compared  with  £0  20  in  1974  and 
£0-23  in  1975,  according  to  the  latest 
Family  Expenditure  Survey  published  in 
last  month's  Department  of  Employment 
Gazette  (HM  Stationery  Office,  £1-20). 

Expenditure  on  cosmetics  and  toilet 
requisites  rose  to  £0-66  compared  with 
£0-53  in  1974  and  £0  62  in  1975.  Optical 
and  photographic  goods  decreased  to 
£0-25  from  £0-27  in  1975  although  £0-18 
was  spent  in  1974.  All  three  classes  were 


included  in  a  subgroup  in  which  total 
spending  rose  to  £4-49  from  £3-53  in  1974 
and  £4-14  in  1975.  Total  average  expendi- 
ture per  week  was  £61  -70  which  compared 
with  £46-13  in  1974  and  £54-58  in  1975. 
Average  income  tax  iess  refunds  accounted 
for  £13-65  compared  with  £7-90  in  1974 
and  £12  14  whilst  £2-96,  £2-08  and  £2  58 
was  deducted  in  National  Insurance  con- 
tributions for  the  same  years.  The  average 
household  had  2 -75  persons  of  which 
1  - 94  were  adults  and  0-81  were  children 
under  18.  The  results  are  preliminary  and 
the  full  report  will  be  published  towards 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Money  for  new 
pharmacies? 

The  Tyne  and  Wear  County  Council  has 
decided  to  ask  its  public  protection  com- 
mittee in  September  to  approach  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Metropolitan  Authorities  to  pro- 
vide financial  assistance  in  the  setting  up 
of  pharmaceutical  and  medical  services  in 
areas  of  need,  especially  redevelopment 
areas.  Originally  it  was  suggested  that  the 
money  should  come  from  local  sources 
but  the  council  decided  it  was  a  national 
problem  and  should  be  dealt  with  as  such. 

Pharmacy  in  deprived 
area  unable  to  open 

A  pharmacy  planned  for  an  area  deprived 
of  a  service  after  the  existing  business 
closed  down  has  had  to  be  deferred  for 
lack  of  a  manager. 

The  9-pharmacist  consortium  in  Ches- 
terfield (C&D,  June  25,  p912)  has  acquired 
premises  on  a  more  suitable  site  than  the 
recent  pharmacy  but  fears  that  a  delay 
will  allow  a  doctor  to  commence  dispen- 
sing. It  was  anticipated  that  the  pharmacy 
would  open  in  early  August  and  at  a  later 
stage  operate  a  prescription  collection  and 
delivery  service  for  the  surrounding  rural 
areas.  Mrs  E.  M.  Gadsby  told  C&D  that 
a  suitable  pharmacist  could  gain  a  share 
in  the  company  with  no  capital  outlay  in 
addition  to  the  usual  terms  of  service  (see 
Classified  Advertisements,  p202). 


Grocer  outlets  declining  but 

Since  1952  the  number  of  grocers  has  been 
reduced  by  50,000  but  there  has  been  a 
six-fold  increase  in  turnover.  They  have 
increased  their  share  of  all  retail  sales 
from  just  under  25  per  cent  to  27-3  per 
cent  throughout  the  period — a  good  per- 
formance even  allowing  for  inflation — 
according  to  A.  C.  Nielsen  Co  Ltd. 

In  the  "Nielsen  Researcher  No  2 — 
trends  in  grocers  and  superstores  survey", 
the  annual  review  reveals  that  total  spend- 
ing was  £8,683m  in  1976 — an  increase  of 
15-8  per  cent  on  1975 — and  has  risen  from 
£4, 156m  in  1971.  The  retail  price  index 
rose  from  100  to  208-9  from  1971-76. 
Multiples  held  49-4  per  cent  of  total  turn- 
over and  were  increasing  but  among  inde- 
pendents' symbol  groups  held  12  per  cent 
of  total  share  whilst  the  group  as  a  whole 
reduced  its  share  from  37-4  to  36-6  per 
cent  from  1975-76  and  indeed  from  42 -5 
per  cent  in  1971  and  this,  say  Nielsen,  was 
mainly  attributable  to  unaffiliated  indepen- 
dents. Co-operatives  increased  from  13 -7 


retail  share  rising 

to  14  per  cent  between  1975-76. 

On  superstores,  Nielsen  say  the  turnover 
for  1976  was  £750m — 9  per  cent  of  total 
grocers'  business.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
much  of  that  business  came  from  mer- 
chandising not  normally  found  in  other 
types  of  grocery  stores.  Of  the  121  super- 
stores trading  in  1976  more  than  half 
opened  since  1973  and  the  trend  is  con- 
tinuing. Clearly,  the  report  says,  big  stores 
are  no  "flash  in  the  pan"  with  one  in 
eight  occupying  over  50,000  sq  ft  of  selling 
area.  Nine  out  of  ten  superstores  are  to  be 
found  in  urban  areas.  45  per  cent  occupy 
solus  sites  and  41  per  cent  are  in  precincts. 

The  success  of  superstores  is  largely 
due  to  convenient  shopping  hours  with 
easy  access — average  51-3  hours  per 
week ;  competitive  prices ;  wide  range  of 
goods ;  own  car  park,  own  bus  stop,  own 
restaurant  and  petrol  station ;  and  credit 
facilities.  Of  such  stores,  68  per  cent 
stocked  proprietary  medicines,  36-8  per 
cent  photographic ;  all  carried  toiletries. 
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Perfectly  placed 
to  sell  for  you. 

During  1977  Lewis  Woolf  advertising  will  be  seen  in  even  more  of 
the  right  places— in  the  big  circulation  women's  papers  too. 

NursingTimes,  Nursing  Mirror,  You  &  Your  Baby,  The  Baby  Book, 
Maternity  &  Mothercraft,  Mother,  Mother  &  Baby,  Parents,  Woman, 
Woman's  Own,  Woman's  Weekly. 

And  the  message  will  come  across  loud  and  clear  that  Lewis  Woolf 
products  are  better  designed,  better  made  and  represent  better  value 
for  money.  You  only  have  to  see  them.  Strong,  safe,  hygienic  Freflo 
bottles  and  teats.  Griptight  Flexi-ring,  the  soothers  that  conform  to 
British  Standards.  And  super,  strong  and  absorbent  Sof  down 

disposable  nappies  and  tie  pants. 

Obvious  profit  makers.  Stock  up  soon 
to  meet  the  demand. 


Lewis  Woolf  Griptight 

THE  SAFEST  PROFIT  YOU'VE  EVER  MADE 

Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Limited,  144  Oakfield  Road,  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham  B29  7EE.Telephone:  021-472  4211 
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Course  for  pre-registration 
students  in  retail 


A  residential  course  for  pre-registration 
pharmacy  students  is  to  be  held  at  the 
Anglian  Regional  Management  Centre, 
Danbury  Park,  Essex,  September  4-9. 

The  proposed  inclusive  cost  of  the  non 
profit-making  course  is  £60.  The  pro- 
gramme, starting  with  dinner  at  6.30  pm 
on  the  Sunday,  is  as  follows: 

September  4,  evening — Mr  N.  Tomason, 
sales  and  marketing  director,  Reckitt  & 
Colman  pharmaceutical  division,  on  "Mar- 
keting in  retail  pharmacy". 

September  5,  morning — "Counter  pre- 
scribing". Unichem  on  "Wholesaling". 
Afternoon — AC  AS  speaker  on  "The  Em- 
ployment Protection  Act".  Elida  Gibbs 
Ltd  on  "Oral  hygiene  products".  Evening 
— Mr  E.  A.  Hebron,  Merseyside,  proprie- 
tor pharmacist,  on  "Retail  pharmacy  past 
and  present". 

September  6,  morning — Liverpool  Pric- 
ing Authority  on  "Pricing  bureaux".  Mr 
S.  Axon,  assistant  secretary,  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Services  Negotiating  Committee,  on 
"The  work  of  the  PSNC  and  contractors' 
remuneration".  Afternoon — Wella  Great 
Britain  Ltd  on  "Hair  care,  products  and 
accessories".  Evening — Elida  Gibbs  Ltd  on 
"Opportunities  in  toiletries  for  pharma- 
cists". 

September  7,  morning — Akwell  division, 
G.  D.  Searle  &  Co,  on  "Contraceptives  and 
family  planning".  Essex  County  Consumer 
and  Public  Protection  Office  on  "The  Sale 
of  Goods  Act".  Afternoon — Napcolour 
(London)  Ltd  on  "Photography".  Evening 
— George,  Orridge  &  Co  on  "Buying  and 
selling  a  pharmacy". 

September  8,  morning — Jane  Griffin, 
nutritionist,  Cow  &  Gate  Babyfoods  Ltd, 
on  "Baby  care  and  products".  Afternoon 
— Scholl  (UK)  Ltd  on  "Hosiery  and  foot 
care".  Evening — Mr  R.  E.  Salmon,  Editor, 
Chemist  &  Druggist,  on  "Sources  of  infor- 


mation", followed  by  discussion  of  the 
course. 

September  9,  morning — Mr  Eric  Jensen 
on  "Retail  pharmacy  management".  After- 
noon— Mr  J.  P.  Wells,  director,  Proprie- 
tary Association  of  Great  Britain,  on 
"OTC  medicines  and  self-medication". 
2.30  pm,  course  ends. 

The  Centre's  bar  and  recreational  facili- 
ties, which  include  tennis,  putting,  croquet 
and  archery,  will  be  open  to  students.  A 
maximum  number  of  25  can  be  accepted 
on  the  course ;  newly  registered  pharma- 
cists are  welcome  to  apply  but  preference 
will  be  given  to  preregistration  students. 
Application  forms  available  from  the 
course  organiser,  Mr  S.  L.  Pabari,  MPS, 
28  Nutfield  Gardens,  Ilford,  Essex. 

DITB  issue  two  video 
training  cassettes 

Two  new  video  programmes  have  been 
produced  by  the  Distributive  Industry 
Training  Board  to  help  managers  conduct 
better  appraisal  interviews.  Both  use  an 
extended  "action  replay"  sequence  to  high- 
light important  training  points. 

The  first,  "Annual  ordeal",  is  for  junior 
managers  and  explores  a  realistic  appraisal 
interview  between  a  store  manager  and  a 
disgruntled  sales  assistant.  The  pro- 
gramme, which  runs  for  25  minutes,  illus- 
trates a  number  of  general  interviewing 
techniques,  as  well  as  the  specialised  skills 
of  appraisal.  The  second,  "Talk  things 
through",  is  for  middle  managers  and 
examines  ways  in  which  the  appraisal 
interview  can  be  used  to  persuade  more 
junior  managers  to  modify  attitudes  to 
their  work.  The  programme,  which  runs 
for  27  minutes,  shows  how  a  potentially 
destructive   argument    between   boss  and 


subordinate  is  avoided  when  the  interview 
is  handled  as  a  joint  problem-solving 
exercise. 

Both  programmes,  in  colour,  are  avail- 
able on  Philips  video  cassette  or  Sony  U- 
matic  video  cassette  and  are  supplied  with 
a  detailed  trainer's  guide.  They  may  be 
obtained  from  the  film  and  video  library, 
D1LB,  Maclaren  House,  Talbot  Road, 
Stretford,  Manchester  M32  OFF  (prices: 
purchase  £45  (plus  £3-60  VAT)  per 
cassette;  hire  £10  (plus  80p  VAT)  per 
cassette). 

'Which?'  says  conditioners 
not  always  necessary 

The  August  issue  of  Which?  concludes 
that  hair  conditioners  can  be  good  for 
hair  damaged  by  perming  or  bleaching 
but  are  not  necessary  for  undamaged  hair. 
Boots  cream  rinse,  according  to  the  results 
of  the  survey,  was  more  effective  than  the 
other  conditioners,  had  a  more  pleasant 
perfume  and  was  easy  to  rinse  out.  At  a 
cost  of  1  -  8p  per  application  it  was  also 
one  of  the  cheapest.  More  expensive  but 
still  easy  to  use  were  Sunsilk  conditioner 
(3-9p)  and  Clairol  Natural  Balance  (5-3p) 
Countess  cream  conditioner  (7-8p)  was 
less  effective  and  less  easy  to  rinse  out 
and  Henna  treatment  wax  (20 -8p)  was 
considered  less  easy  to  apply,  less  easy  to 
rinse  out  and  comb  and  the  perfume  less 
pleasant. 

Visit  to  John  Bell's  18th 
century  pharmacy 

John  Bell's  18th  century  pharmacy,  pre- 
served in  the  Wellcome  Foundation's 
headquarters,  Euston  Road,  London  NW1, 
had  two  special  visitors  recently — Mrs 
Mary  Campbell,  81  year  old  great  grand- 
daughter of  John  Bell,  and  her  daughter, 
Mrs  Patricia  Hamilton-Meikle. 

The  shop,  founded  by  John  Bell  in 
1798,  is  furnished  with  19th  century  con- 
tents and  is  one  of  five  historical  pharma- 
cies on  display,  the  earliest  of  which  dates 
back  to  the  1680s.  Neither  lady  knew  of 
the  pharmacy's  continued  existence  until 
recently.  Jacob  Bell,  founder  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  was 
one  of  John  Bell's  sons  and  great-uncle  to 
Mrs  Campbell. 


Mrs  Mary  Campbell  (right)  and  her  daughter  examine  the  contents  of  John  Bell's  pharmacy  the  contents  of  which  have  been 
selected  to  give  an  impression  of  a  high-class  mid-19th  century  shop.  It  was  formerly  situated  in  Oxford  Street,  London 
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Mr  Elkins  (right)  with  Mr  W.  J.  Curtis, 
chairman  and  managing  director  of 
William  R.  Warner  &  Co  Ltd 


Mr  F.  R.  Elkins,  MPS  (above)  recently 
retired  after  21  years'  service  with  the 
ethical  pharmaceutical  division  of  William 
R.  Warner  &  Co  Ltd.  He  has  held  the 
posts  of  marketing  executive,  new  product 
development  manager,  ethical  administra- 
tion manager  and  divisional  services  man- 
ager. He  was  formerly  with  Benger 
Laboratories  and  before  that  held  various 
hospital  pharmacy  appointments.  He 
intends  to  spend  periods  of  his  retirement 
in  France,  since  he  is  something  of  a  wine 
connoisseur  and  enjoys  the  French  lan- 
guage and  way  of  life. 

Deaths 

Mr  S.  W.  Day,  OBE,  past  chairman  of  the 
Proprietary  Association  of  Great  Britain, 
died  at  his  home  in  Nottingham  on  July 
31  at  the  age  of  72.  He  became  a  member 
of  PAGB's  executive  committee  in  1950, 
a  vice-chairman  in  1955,  and  was  elected 
chairman  in  1959.  He  retired  in  December 
1976.  His  award  of  the  OBE  in  1976 
recognised  his  services  to  the  proprietary 
medicines  industry  and  also  to  the  world 
of  advertising.  As  a  member  of  the  British 
code  of  advertising  committee  and  as 
chairman  of  its  health  and  nutrition  sub- 
committee, he  played  an  important  role  in 
the  development  and  strengthening  of  the 
media  industry  control  system  for  medi- 
cines advertising.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
advertising  advisory  committee  of  the 
Independent  Broadcasting  Authority. 

News  in  brief 

□  H.  &  T.  Kirby  &  Co  Ltd  say  that  C&D 
was  misinformed  about  the  labelling  of 
their  Baby-safe  cotton  buds  (C&D,  July 
23,  pi 09).  The  packs  already  say  that  the 
buds  should  not  be  pushed  right  into  the 
baby's  nose  or  ear. 

□  The  Home  Secretary  has  issued  a  direc- 
tion prohibiting  Columbus  Nsor  Effa,  64 
Hinton  Road,  London  SE24,  from  possess- 
ing, prescribing,  administering,  manufac- 
turing, compounding  and  supplying  and 
from  authorising  the  administration  and 
supply  of  any  Controlled  Drug  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act  1971. 
His  name  should  be  added  to  the  list  in 
the  C&D  Directory  1977. 
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Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 


Slings  and  arrows 

Following  a  grouse  in  this  column  on  the  subject  of  communication  and  its 
almost  total  absence  in  modern  business,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr  W.  P. 
Richards,  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  together  with  a  specimen  of  the  document 
he  issues  when  cash  arrives  at  his  place  of  business.  It  shows  a  perfectly 
clear  and  straightforward  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  the 
amount  received  and,  relic  of  another  age,  the  words  "with  compliments 
and  thanks". 

I  hope  my  correspondent  will  forgive  the  tardy  acknowledgement  on  my 
part,  but  I  felt  sure  the  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  subject  would  again 
arise.  Far  from  being  able  to  report  any  improvement  in  the  general  picture, 
I  am  afraid  it  has  now  reached  unbelievably  low  standards.  Errors  are  evident 
daily,  and  the  more  highly  organised  the  system  used  by  the  suppliers,  the 
more  likely  the  error  and  the  more  difficult  to  track  it  down.  It  seems,  as  I 
have  remarked  before,  that  all  that  matters  is  that  the  information  provided 
should  mean  something  only  to  those  who  issue  the  documents.  For  the  rest, 
I  hope  one  day  to  see  the  return  of  what  used  to  be  considered  common 
courtesy,  in  which  orders  were  acknowledged  and  letters  answered. 

Meanwhile,  I  feel  something  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  archer  immortalised 
by  Longfellow  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  shot  an  arrow  into  the  air  which 
fell  to  earth  he  knew  not  where.  The  difference  between  that  gentleman  and 
myself  is  that  I  am  unlikely  to  find  my  missile  in  an  oak,  though,  for  aught  I 
know,  that  is  where  it  might  be. 

Clioquinol 

The  paragraph  on  p146  relating  to  sales  of  clioquinol  raises  interesting 
questions  of  ethics  and  professional  responsibility.  The  Committee  on  Safety 
of  Medicines  has  recommended  that  clioquinol-containing  drugs  for 
travellers'  diarrhoea  should  be  supplied  on  prescription  only.  (What, 
precisely,  constitutes  "travellers'  diarrhoea"  is  not  clearly  defined.  In  many 
cases  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  condition  has  been  self-imposed  by 
dietary  indiscretion,  but  that  is  another  story.) 

The  Department  of  Health  has  indicated  that  the  restriction  will  probably 
take  effect  in  January,  1978,  when  the  Medicines  Act  General  Sales  List 
comes  into  operation.  The  Committee  had  examined  the  evidence  and 
reached  the  conclusion  that  though  any  risks  involved  were  small,  the  drug's 
efficacy  in  the  condition  was  not  sufficiently  proved  to  warrant  taking  even 
that  small  risk. 

One  manufacturer  (Ciba-Geigy)  has  issued  a  statement  which  says, 
"Although  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the  date  from  which  this  change  of 
status  will  become  effective  it  is  understood  that  this  will  not  be  for  several 
months.  In  the  meantime,  members  of  the  public  may  continue  to  purchase 
oral  clioquinol  containing  preparations  as  previously."  The  company  has 
sent  a  letter  to  all  retail  pharmacists  advising  them  that  if  they  so  wish  they 
may  return  stocks  which  they  consider  surplus  to  requirements  to  their 
wholesalers  for  credit.  According  to  a  spokesman  of  the  company  it  is 
considered  by  them  that  any  sale  should  be  at  the  discretion  of  the 
pharmacist. 

It  always  has  been,  but  the  statements  of  the  company  seem  to  me  to  be 
somewhat  vague.  The  first  says,  in  effect,  go  on  selling  the  product  as 
previously  until  it  is  restricted;  the  other,  that  the  sale  is  at  the  discretion  of 
the  pharmacist.  In  view  of  many  reports  on  the  effects  of  the  drug,  I  decided 
some  time  ago  to  withdraw  it  from  sale  altogether  and  to  explain  to  would-be 
purchasers  the  reason  for  that  decision.  I  see  no  point  in  the  drug's 
continued  sale  under  any  circumstances  whatever  at  this  stage,  and  I  am  a 
little  surprised  by  the  manufacturers'  attitude  to  sell  until  the  last  moment. 
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Letters 


Agreement  to  keep  fluting 
for  poisons  bottles 


The  National  Pharmaceutical  Association's 
board  of  management,  at  its  meeting  on 
July  26  heard  of  the  successful  outcome 
of  its  representations  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary about  the  importance  of  retaining  the 
fluting  provision  for  poisons  bottles. 

The  Poisons  Board  had  considered  the 
Association's  representations,  together  with 
those  received  from  other  sources,  and  had 
agreed  to  withdraw  its  earlier  recommen- 
dations that  the  requirement  that  certain 
liquid  poisons  be  sold  or  supplied  only  in 
bottles  fluted  vertically  with  ribs  or 
grooves  recognisable  by  touch  be  deleted 
from  the  Poisons  Rules.  The  Poisons 
Board  would  now  advise  that  this  require- 
ment be  retained  in  the  Rules  for  as  long 
as  possible  but  it  was  pointed  out  during 


The  Poisons  Board  has  recommended  cer- 
tain changes  in  the  Poisons  List  and 
Poisons  Rules  which  are  to  be  considered 
by  the  Home  Secretary,  Mr  Merlyn  Rees. 
Comments  should  be  sent  by  September  2, 
to  the  Under-secretary  of  State,  Home 
Office  (drugs  branch),  room  237,  Queen 
Anne's  Gate,  London  SW1H  9 AT.  The 
changes  are  as  follows: 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  1933 

Carbofuran,  oxamyl  and  triazophos — in 
addition  to  the  control  mentioned  in  a 
previous  Home  Office  Notice,  carbofuran, 
oxamyl  and  triazophos  to  be  included  in 
Group  II,  Schedule  3  to  the  Poisons  Rules 
1972  to  provide  for  exemptions  when  in 
granular  preparations. 

Phenols — under  the  entry  for  "Phenols" 
in  Group  II,  Schedule  3  to  the  Poisons 
Rules  1972  to  be  added  an  exemption  for 
"motor  fuel  treatments  not  containing 
phenol  and  containing  less  than  2-5  per 
cent  of  other  phenols". 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  1933  and 
Poisons  Act  1972 

The  Poisons  Act  1972,  which  will  super- 
sede the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  1933, 
will  be  implemented  simultaneously  with 
Part  III  of  the  Medicines  Act  1968.  It  will 
exercise  control  only  over  non-medicinal 
poisons.  In  anticipation  of  the  legislation 
coming  into  force  the  Poisons  Board  has 
made  recommendations  for  a  revised 
Poisons  List  and  revised  Poisons  Rules, 
details  of  which  were  notified  previously. 
Further  recommended  changes  are: 

Fluoroacetamide  and  monofluoroacetic 
acid — in  Part  I  of  the  revised  Poisons  List 
and  in  the  revised  Poisons  Rules,  when- 
ever they  appear,  the  entries  for  "Fluoro- 
acetamide" and  for  "Monofluoroacetic 
acid;  its  salts"  to  be  deleted  and  replaced 
by  a  combined  entry  "Fluoroacetic  acid; 
its  salts ;  fluoroacetamide". 

Strychnine  and  nicotine — entries  for 
strychnine   and    nicotine   in    the  revised 


the  meeting  that  there  was  a  possibility 
that  this  provision  in  the  Poisons  Rules 
could  still  be  overridden  by  provisions  of 
future  EEC  directives. 

The  suggestion  that  the  UK  might  seek 
an  exception  in  the  EEC  directives  to 
allow  this  country  to  keep  the  requirement 
for  fluted  bottles,  was  felt  by  the  Home 
Office  to  be  in  direct  breach  of  the  Treaty 
of  Rome,  since  it  would  hinder  free  trade 
within  the  EEC  and  would  probably  give 
UK  manufacturers  an  advantage  over 
other  EEC  competitors  in  the  UK  market. 
The  Home  Office  also  understood  that  the 
Department  of  Health  was  looking  into 
the  possibility  of  introducing  a  require- 
ment under  the  Medicines  Act  for  fluting 
of  bottles  for  certain  medicinal  products. 


Poisons  Rules,  whenever  they  appear,  to 
be  amended  to  refer  to  "Strychnine ;  its 
salts;  its  quaternary  compounds"  or 
"Nicotine ;  its  salts ;  its  quaternary  com- 
pounds", as  appropriate,  to  accord  with 
the  revised  Poisons  List. 

Metrication — in  the  revised  Poisons 
Rules  the  imperial  terms  of  capacity  be 
replaced  by  metric  terms:  "120  fluid 
ounces"  to  read  "3  litres" ;  "40  fluid 
ounces"  to  read  "1  litre".  In  paragraph  4 
of  Part  I,  Schedule  12  to  the  revised  Rules 
(concerning  strychnine)  the  imperial  weight 
"4  ounces"  to  be  amended  to  the  metric 
term  "100  grams". 

Fluting  on  bottles — deletion  of  the 
requirement  for  vertical  fluting  on  bottles 
of  certain  capacities,  to  be  withdrawn.  The 
provision  presently  contained  in  Rule  26 
of  the  Poisons  Rules  1972  will  for  the 
time  being  be  retained  in  the  Rules. 

Lens  solution  and 
IUD  Orders 

The  Department  of  Health  is  consulting 
interested  parties  on  proposals  to  make 
a  further  order  on  intra-uterine  devices. 

The  Medicines  (Specified  Articles  and 
Substances)  Order  1976  applied  provisions 
of  the  Medicines  Act  1968  to  contact 
lenses,  lens  fluids  and  blanks,  and  IUDs. 
It  is  proposed  to  make  an  exemption 
order  under  section  15  of  the  Act  for 
transactions  of  IUDs  already  on  the  mar- 
ket when  the  licensing  obligation  becomes 
effective,  if  application  has  been  made  for 
a  licence  by  a  set  date,  until  a  decision 
is  taken  on  the  application. 

Consultations  on  contact  lenses,  fluids 
and  blanks  will  propose  licensing  and 
application  dates  different  from  those  pro- 
posed for  IUDs  (not  before  spring  1978). 

Comments  by  September  30  to  the 
medicines  division,  room  804,  Department 
of  Health,  Pendarel  House,  287  High 
Holborn,  London  WC1V  7HT. 


Employers  as  employees 

Comment  (July  23)  urges  quite  clearly  that 
ASTMS  and  Grunwick  are  part  of  the 
same  issue,  but  where  Comment  differs 
and  is  wrong,  is  in  the  assumption  that 
pharmacists  are  an  employer  class.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  employees  variously  of 
the  State  and  private  enterprise.  Therefore, 
recognising  our  position  as  employees,  we 
must  support  our  trade  unions  if  we  wish 
to  recover  the  loss  of  real  incomes  which 
have  occurred  over  these  last  few  years. 

Your  castigation  of  Mr  Leaman  for 
using  terminology  understood  by  everyone 
more  than  superficially  interested  in  poli- 
tics does  not  do  you  credit.  I  appreciate, 
however,  your  maintained  interest  in 
ASTMS  and  the  union  issue. 

Keith  Hampson 
Godstone,  Surrey 

Democratic  rights 

Your  published  letter  written  by  Mr 
Leaman  on  July  16  states  "At  the  recent 
steering  committee  meeting  of  ASTMS 
GPP  section  the  following  was  accepted 
...  we  demand  .  .  .  defence  of  democratic 
rights  .  .  .  pharmacies  to  send  no  film  to 
Grunwick" 

The  moderates  are  now  trying  to  explain 
this  letter,  suggesting  that  is,  that  the  pro- 
posal of  ASTMS  GPP  section  did  not 
mean  what  it  said.  Do  they  expect  us  to 
believe  them?  Surely  they  either  demand 
defence  of  democratic  rights  (ie  of  the 
200  Grunwick  workers  who  do  not  wish 
to  join  a  union)  or  they  support  left-wing 
dictatorship. 

The  more  these  misguided  people  try  to 
excuse  their  dangerous  left-wingers,  the 
worse  mess  they  get  into. 

I  do  not  know,  nor  do  I  wish  to  know, 
anything  concerning  ASTMS  except  that 
it  has  a  very  dangerous  GPP  section  which 
involves  itself  in  politics.  This  involvement 
will  split  the  profession  and  is  something 
which  will  do  more  harm  than  good.  I 
would  therefore,  once  again,  urge  all 
moderates  to  stand  up  and  be  counted— 
ASTMS  GPP  section  members  by  disasso- 
ciating themselves,  fence-sitters  by  refrain- 
ing from  joining  these  people. 

Non-political 

Book  now  for  Conference 

Daily  we  are  receiving  'phone  calls  and 
letters  .  .  .  "Is  the  BP  Conference  booked 
up?"  The  answer  is  no. 

Sheffield  is  a  Conference  city— clean 
and  surrounded  by  the  most  beautiful 
scenery.  Our  hotels  and  halls  of  residence 
are  really  first  class  and  we  can  take  up 
to  2,000  delegates.  Our  only  restrictions 
are  for  the  numbers  attending  the  acade- 
mic reception  and  the  ball,  but  at  present 
we  do  have  some  tickets  left  for  each. 

The  only  thing  we  ask  is  for  immediate 
application  please.  We  have  to  give  the 
exact  numbers  soon  to  the  caterers,  uni- 
versity and  hotels. 

W.  F.  Patterson 

Secretary,  local  committee 
144  Derbyshire  Lane 
Sheffield  S8  8SE 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  Scottish  Department  

Executive  wants  no  change 
in  APC  elections 


The  Executive  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  Scottish  Department  is  opposed 
to  changes  in  the  election  procedure  for 
Area  Pharmaceutical  Committees.  The 
issue  was  prompted  by  a  letter  from  Tay- 
side  Area  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
advocating  greater  continuity  of  the 
Committees. 

At  its  June  meeting  the  Executive  noted 
the  last  election  cost  of  £1,250,  which  was 
independent  of  the  number  of  vacancies 
to  be  filled.  Because  it  was  met  by  the 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department 
the  Executive  felt  there  would  be  financial 
objections  to  more  frequent  elections  of 
a  portion  of  Committees.  However,  if 
only  a  fraction  of  membership  was  to  be 
elected  at  three-year  intervals  some  mem- 
bers could  have  too  long  a  tenure.  It  was 
therefore  agreed  that  there  was  satisfac- 
tory continuity  and  that  the  cost  of  more 
frequent  elections  could  not  be  justified 
to  the  SHHD.  The  APC  is  to  be  informed 
of  the  decision. 

At  the  meeting,  Mr  R.  S.  Morrison  was 
unanimously  re-elected  chairman  of  the 
Executive  for  1977-78  and  Dr  Dawson, 
vice-chairman.  The  Executive  decided  not 
to  pursue  the  possibility  of  including  a 
chief  administrative  pharmaceutical  officer 
in  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Consulta- 
tive Committee.  It  had  been  taken  up  with 
the  SHHD  by  Miss  Meikle  and  the  resi- 
dent secretary  but  it  appeared  that  such 
a  nomination,  if  made,  would  not  be 
acceptable  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
who  has  the  statutory  duty  of  appointing 
the  Committee.  The  Executive  agreed  the 
matter  should  be  closed  and  noted  that 
the  Executive  had  previously  recommen- 
ded to  APCs  that  CAPOs  should  attend, 
as  far  as  possible,  all  meetings  of  Area 
Pharmaceutical  Committees. 

Milk  tokens  at  pharmacies 

Mr  Caldwell  had  represented  the  Scot- 
tish Department  at  a  meeting  with  the 
Government  on  the  supply  by  pharmacies 
of  dried  milk  against  tokens.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Health  had  not  been  prepared  to 
negotiate  on  the  price  to  be  paid  but  had 
simply  stated  terms.  Mr  Myers  doubted 
whether  the  Department  had  been  able  to 
estimate  the  true  cost  to  itself  of  issuing 
dried  milk  from  clinics.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  Scottish  Department  should  adopt 
the  same  policy  as  Council — that  it  was 
in  favour  of  pharmacists  distributing  baby 
milks  in  principle  but  that  it  would  take 
no  further  part  in  negotiation  of  profit 
and  that  the  Department  should  contact 
other  pharmaceutical  organisations  to 
that  end. 

The  trial  of  "ostomy  cards",  indicating 
to  medical  practitioners  and  pharmacists 
the  ostomy  equipment  required  by  patients 
on  discharge  from  hospital,  was  proceed- 
ing in  the  Greater  Glasgow  Area.  So  far 


as  pharmacists  and  general  medical  prac- 
titioners were  concerned,  the  scheme  was 
proving  useful  and  was  welcomed.  There 
had,  however,  been  problems  in  obtaining 
the  compliance  of  medical  and  nursing 
staff  in  some  hospitals.  A  report  of  the 
trial  would  be  presented  to  a  forthcoming 
meeting  of  the  APC. 

The  proposed  scheme  for  collection  and 
delivery  at  Rosewell  has  had  to  be  can- 
celled due  to  withdrawal  of  the  postmaster 
who  had  previously  expressed  willingness 
to  act  as  local  agent.  Local  representatives 
were  asked  to  suggest  an  alternative 
arrangement  for  consideration. 

The  SHHD  has  agreed  to  a  continuation 
of  the  present  procedure  for  organisation 
and  finance  of  postgraduate  refresher 
courses  in  Scotland.  It  was  reported  that 
the  Scottish  branch  secretaries  had  agreed 


With  the  exception  of  pharmaceuticals, 
UK  demand  for  chemicals  is  expected  to 
grow  during  the  period  1977-1982  at  rates 
comparable  with  the  previous  five  years, 
according  to  forecasts  by  Economic 
Models,  Ltd,  30  Old  Queen  Street,  St 
James's  Park,  London  SW1H  9HP. 
Exports  are  forecast  to  grow  at  an  aver- 
age annual  rate  of  77  per  cent  with 
imports  growing  at  an  annual  rate  of  5  8 
per  cent,  thus  increasing  the  already  con- 
siderable trade  surplus. 

Domestic  demand  for  pharmaceutical 
chemicals  and  preparations  is  expected  to 
be  very  sluggish  until  1979,  due  to  low 
government  expenditure  in  the  health  ser- 
vices, and  would  almost  stagnate  were  it 
not  for  direct  sales  to  consumers.  From 
1979  onwards  some  revival  is  expected 
but  will  be  disappointing  in  comparison 
with  historic  rates  of  growth  in  demand. 
Relative  prices  are  expected  to  rise  steadily 
from  their  1975  low,  due  to  high  labour 
costs  (especially  white  collar  labour)  and 
the  need  to  restore  some  of  the  profit- 
ability lost  in  recent  years.  Despite  these 
price  rises,  the  industry's  competitiveness 
abroad  is  expected  to  be  good,  with 
exports  accounting  for  over  45  per  cent 
of  domestic  production  in  1981. 

Toilet  preparations  promising 

With  the  background  of  low  and  stable 
relative  prices,  toilet  preparations  are 
expected  to  see  home  demand  growing 
faster  in  the  coming  years,  even  when 
compared  with  historic  performance.  The 
increases  will  be  most  spectacular  after 
1979  as  consumers'  expenditure  picks  up. 
By  1982  domestic  demand  will  be  worth 
about  £615m  (at  1977  prices)  while  exports 
will  continue  their  upward  trend.  Imports, 
which  at  present  account  for  less  than  10 
per  cent  of  total  domestic  demand,  are 


that  travel  by  second-class  rail  sleeper  was 
not  acceptable  for  members  attending 
branch  representatives'  and  branch  secre- 
taries' meetings.  The  Executive  also  agreed 
and  it  was  decided  to  recommend  to 
Council  that,  where  overnight  rail  travel 
was  unavoidable,  branch  representatives 
and  branch  secretaries  should  be  entitled 
to  first-class  sleeper(s)  or,  if  overnight  rail 
journey  could  thereby  be  avoided, 
economy-class  air  fare.  This  would  not 
apply  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference, as  most  members  attending  did 
not  travel  by  public  transport. 

Arrangements  for  the  Scottish  Confer- 
ence were  now  complete  and  Mr  John 
Macrae  of  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education,  who  is  a  pharmacist,  has 
agreed  to  speak  on  health  education  at 
the  forenoon  session.  Details  and  appli- 
cation forms  are  to  be  circulated  in 
September. 

Mr  Stewart  referred  to  the  last  meeting 
at  which  the  Scottish  Pharmaceutical 
Federation  had  been  asked  to  prepare  a 
list  of  pharmaceutical  products  requiring 
cold  storage.  He  reported  that  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association  was 
due  to  publish  such  a  list  shortly.  It  was 
noted  that,  in  a  list  recently  prepared  by 
the  Cleveland  Area  Health  Authority, 
there  were  590  pharmaceutical  products 
which  should  be  stored  below  15°C. 


also  expected  to  grow  at  a  rate  at  least 
commensurate  with  consumers'  demand. 

After  a  drop  in  1977,  domestic  demand 
for  soap  and  detergents  is  expected  to 
reach  1976  levels  in  1978,  and  then  grow 
at  an  average  annual  rate  of  31  per  cent 
until  1982.  Exports,  which  in  the  period 
1971-1976  grew  12  2  per  cent  per  annum 
are  expected  to  show  much  more  modest 
growth  (about  5  per  cent  per  annum)  in 
the  period  1977-1982,  due  to  competition 
from  abroad  and  the  less  than  buoyant 
outlook  for  the  world  market. 

Prizes  offered  for  views 
on  management  recovery 

Managers  and  students  of  management 
have  a  chance  to  contribute  to  the  national 
debate  on  Britain's  economic  future  in  a 
new  competition  organised  by  the  British 
Institute  of  Management  and  sponsored 
by  Yellow  Pages.  Prizes  totalling  £900  are 
offered  for  papers  on  the  subject  "Man- 
agement's role  in  the  UK's  economic 
recovery".  Written  submissions  up  to 
3,000  words  are  invited  expressing  views 
and  proposals  in  any  of  three  basic  areas 
of  management  work — manufacturing  and 
production,  marketing  and  selling,  and 
general  management. 

The  aim  is  to  encourage  managers  from 
all  areas  of  public  and  private  enterprise 
to  enter,  using  their  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  day-to-day  workings  of 
the  British  economy  to  make  practicable 
proposals  for  its  future  development. 
Entries  must  be  returned  to  BIM  by 
November  30.  Full  details  may  be 
obtained  from  BIM,  Management  House, 
Parker  Street,  London  WC2B  5PT  (Tel 
01-405  3456). 


UK  demand  for  chemicals  expected  to  grow 
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Quality  photo  products 

plus  the  new  Tudormatic 
camera  range, 

Tudorcolor  film, 

and  our  reputation  for 
high  quality  developing 
and  printing  prove 
without  a  doubt: 

Tudor  means  business. 


Now,  Tudor  offer  more  than  merely  the  finest,  fastest 
D  &  P  service.  We  offer  all  the  facilities,  all  the  advantages  of 
our  new  Company.  Tudor  Wholesale. 

Tudor's  own  products 

To  start  with,  we're  introducing  a  whole  range  of 
superlative  products  and  accessories.  Everything  from 
Tudormatic  cameras  and  flash  guns  to  frames,  from  cassette 
tapes  to  binoculars.  Everyone  a  quality  item.  Everyone 
available  at  competitive  terms,  allowing  you  big  discounts  on 
really  keen  prices,  orders  large  or  small. 

And  other  peoples 

Tudor  wholesale  also  supply,  of  course,  a  vast  selection 
i  if  important  leading  brand  products  at  equally  favourable 
prices. 

Tudor  Service 

The  wholesale  service  ties  in  very  neatly  with  the 
existing  Tudor  delivery  service,  of  course.  In  most  cases 
with  a  van  calling  every  24  hours  on  the  D  &  P  side,  delivery 
of  any  product  you  order  can  normally  be  fulfilled  in  less 
than  a  day. 

Tudor  Publicity 

The  major  Tudor  products . . .  Tudormatic  cameras  and 
Tudorcolor  films,  will  feature  in  a  national  advertising 
campaign  in  major  media.  In  addition,  there  will  be  the 
opportunity  for  your  name  to  be  featured  in  a  series  of  hard 
hitting  press  advertisements. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  full  range  of  the  Tudor 
service,  complete  the  coupon  and  send  it  to  John  Halliwell. 
Marketing  Manager. 
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CD  Please  send  me  full  information  on  Tudor  Services. 
IJ   ED  Please  arrange  for  your  representative  to  call. 

I  Name  

|  Position  

|  Company  

0 


Address. 


Tudor 


WHOLESALE  LTD. 

93  Nottingham  Road, 
Eastwood,  Notts. 
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New  _._ 
products 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Pears  Cleansing  Care 

A.  &  F.  Pears  Ltd  have  introduced 
Cleansing  Care  into  the  Pears  range.  It 
is  described  as  a  facial  cleanser  suitable 
for  all  skin  types  from  "the  company 
renowned  for  their  gentle  and  mild  pro- 
ducts". Cleansing  Care  (standard  £0  39, 
large  £0  59)  is  a  white  lotion  with  a  floral 
iris  bouquet  and  is  moisturising  without 
being  heavy.  It  will  be  available  for  sale 
in  September  and  there  will  be  an  intro- 
ductory offer  of  a  15p  trial  size  while 
stocks  last  (Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  box  1DY, 
Porlman  Square,  London  W1A  1DY). 

Hymosa  after  shave 

Hymosa  have  introduced  an  after  shave 
creme  for  men  that  soothes  and  moist- 
urises the  skin  instead  of  stinging.  Dry 
shavers  are  expected  to  find  it  particularly 
beneficial.  The  product  contains  homoeo- 
pathically  prepared  tissue  salts. 

To  complement  the  after  shave  cremc 
(£121),  Hymosa  have  also  introduced  a 
splash-on  astringent  Cologne  (£180)  which 
can  be  used  on  the  face  and  the  body. 
Both  products  leave  the  skin  with  a  tangy, 
cedarwood  freshness. 

A  leaflet  "The  Hymosa  no  nonsense 
guide  to  beauty"  is  now  available  describ- 
ing a  simple  inexpensive  beauty  routine 
with  Hymosa  skin  care  products  (New 
Era  Laboratories  Ltd,  39  Wales  Farm 
Road,  London  W3  6XH). 

Sundries 

Sealed  rat  bait 

Karate  sealed  rat  bait,  in  plastic  sachets 
containing  enough  to  kill  one  rat,  com- 
prises wheat  grain  impregnated  with  May 
&  Baker's  Drat  (0005  per  cent  chloro- 
phacinone).  Primarily  intended  for  agri- 
cultural suppliers  Karate  is  packed  in  3y 
kg  (£3-85);  7kg  (£6  95);  12kg  (£1115); 
15kg  (£13-70);  30kg  bag  (£20  85);  30kg 


JEYSS 


!  ANT 


drum  (£2180).  Minimum  order  to  qualify 
for  trade  price  is  £30,  and  quantity  dis- 
counts are  available  (Dexstar  Chemicals 
Ltd,  Caledonian  Works,  Lockerbie,  Dum- 
friesshire). 

Q  &  Q  Watches 

Esselte  Products,  the  UK  subsidiary  of 
the  Swedish  stationery  and  business  equip- 
ment complex,  have  introduced  a  quality 
range  of  watches,  known  as  Esselte  Q  &  Q. 
The  range  includes  seven  liquid  crystal 
digitals  incorporating  many  recent  tech- 
nological developments.  There  is  an  alarm 
watch,  a  special  slimline  watch  and  the 
cronograph,  plus  other  models  for  both 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  Prices  range  from 


£41  to  £52  plus  VAT  (Esselte  Products 
Ltd,  Telford  Road,  Houndmills  Estate, 
Basingstoke,  Hants). 

Medicol  antiseptic 

Jeyes  are  launching  Medicol,  a  general 
purpose  antiseptic  this  month,  to  be  avail- 
able in  500ml  glass  bottles  (£0  xx).  Based 
on  a  chlorinated  phenol,  this  formulation 
has  been  successful  in  overseas  markets 
(Jeyes  UK  Ltd,  Brunei  Way,  Thetford, 
Norfolk). 


Promotions  over  half  year  down  by  one-tenth 

The  reverberations  of  Tesco's  decision  to        The  June   statistics  sh 


The  reverberations  of  Tesco's  decision  to 
break  the  stamp  habit  will  be  felt  in  the 
health  and  beauty  sections  of  the  super- 
markets as  the  months  unfold  and  will 
be  revealed  as  M.S.  Surveys  &  Promo- 
tional Services  Ltd  measure  the  rate  and 
type  of  customer-incentive  campaigns. 

During  June,  when  the  decision  was 
announced,  an  exceptionally  high  number 
of  38  promotions  were  running  in  the 
supermarkets  (including  Boots  and  Wool- 
worths)  for  three  of  the  categories  in  the 
chemist  group  of  products — toiletries  25, 
cosmetics  3,  hair  preparations  10.  There 
were  two  running  in  the  baby  foods  cate- 
gory but  none  in  that  designated  as  "all 
medicinal  products". 

Manufacturers  across  the  whole  range 
of  mass-selling  packaged  goods  are  now 
adjusting  their  operations  with  super- 
market groups  in  response  to  Tesco's 
action.  The  first  effect  has  been  to  alter 
market  shares  between  the  groups  very 
much  in  Tesco's  favour  and  a  vigorous 
fight  back  is  under  way.  Cut-to-fit  cam- 
paigns will  inevitably  involve  producis 
sold  by  pharmacies. 

Apart  from  the  special  supermarket 
promotions,  this  June  saw  a  31  per  cent 
drop  in  promotional  activity  compared 
with  the  same  month  last  year.  Taking 
the  whole  half  year  into  account,  the 
drop  was  10  per  cent,  according  to  the 
M.S.  Surveys  system,  the  percentage  per- 
formance shows  up  thus: 
Baby  foods  —41 
Toiletries  —6 
Cosmetics  +93 
Hair  preparations  and  shampoos  —20 
All  medicinal  products  —58 


The  June  statistics  showed  that  new 
promotions  over  the  half  year  were  only 
one  per  cent  up  on  the  same  period  in 
1976,  whereas  new  products  were  up  by 
23  per  cent,  the  chemist  group  of  products 
being : 

1st  half       1st  half 
year  1977    year  1976 
Baby  foods  5  11 

Toiletries  28  28 

Cosmetics  92  61 

Hair  preparations  and 

shampoos  18  16 

All  medicinal  products     2  3 

Reduced  price  offers  continued  to  domi- 
nate the  promotional  scene  during  the 
half  year.  They  totalled  2,711,  excluding 
the  supermarket's  own  campaigns.  The 
percentage  differentials  against  the  first 
half  of  last  year  were : 

Reduced  price  offer  —10 
Self  liquidator  +5 
Give  away  —9 
Contest  - 1 5 

Coupon  —  1 5 

Free  mail-in  —  1 

Multi-pack  +18 
New  pack  —28 
M.S.  Surveys  believe  the  promotional 
scene  has  seldom  been  more  unpredict- 
able. Though  the  Tesco  abandonment  of 
stamps  was  a  dramatic  step  it  simply 
added  a  new  dimension  to  an  already 
quickly  changing  situation.  Last  year,  in 
their  predictions  for  1977,  M.S.  Surveys 
stated  that  it  would  be  a  year  of  "con- 
tinuing economic  uncertainty  (with)  the 
need  among  .  .  .  manufacturers  for  tactical 
flexibility  in  their  marketing  activities." 
That  need  has  now  been  intensified. 
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avant-garde 

international  fashion  accessories 


i$\)x\*i\m*  gift  jmtge 


FROM 

YOUR  LOCAL 
DISTRIBUTOR 


W.  KNOTTS  (AYR)  LTD  AYR. 
NORTHERN  PHARMACEUTICALS 
(THOMAS  SWALES)  LTD  BRADFORD. 
GREENHAYS  SUNDRIES  LTD  WIDNES. 


DOLPHIN-MUNDAY  LTD  STROUD. 
MURRAY  &  SONS  LTD  SOUTHAMPTON. 
WAINS  OF  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS. 
HOLBECK  &  SONS  LTD  JERSEY.  C.I. 


EAST  MIDLAND  TOILETRIES  LTD  NOTTINGHAM.     GREENHAYS  SUNDRIES  LTD  NORTHERN  IRELAND. 


AVANT  GARDE  FASHION  ACCESSORIES  LTD  ASTRA  HOUSE,  16  DUCK  LEES  LANE,  PONDERS  END  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE.  ENFIELD,  MIDDLESEX  EN3  7SR.  TEL:  01-805  6200. 


¥>uVe  got  a  full  stock 
of  all  your  prescription  needs 
in  your  local  Barclays  depot. 

You  can't  stock  everything. 

But  we're  never  far  away 
with  a  really  fast,  really  reliable 
pharmaceutical  delivery  service.  4 
Tell  us  what  you  need  and 
when  you  need  it. 
We'll  be  there. 


Barclays 


BARCLAYS,  19c  Orgreave  Close,  Sheffield  S13  9NT. 
The  national  company  with  the  local  service. 
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Trade 
News 


First  consumer  campaign 
for  Minadex 

The  first  ever  consumer  advertising  cam- 
paign for  Minadex  from  Farley  Health 
Products  Ltd,  Torr  Lane,  Plymouth, 
Devon,  is  being  launched  this  autumn  at 
a  cost  of  £100,000. 

The  advertising  campaign  begins  in 
October  with  full  colour  pages  in 
Woman's  Own,  Woman,  Family  Circle, 
My  Weekly,  Woman's  Realm  and  People's 
f  riend  and  is  based  on  real  stories  from 
mothers  who  have  used  Minadex  for  their 
children.  The  chief  copy  points  are : 
"Minadex  builds  up  children  fast  .  .  . 
restores  healthy  appetitie  .  .  .  renews 
vitality  by  putting  back  essential  vitamins 
and  iron  lost  through  illness."  Point-of- 
sale  material  reinforces  the  campaign 
theme. 

Minadex  product  manager,  Mr  Anthony 
Bush  says:  "Chemists  have  stocked  and 
trusted  Minadex  for  years — the  brand 
first  appeared  on  chemists'  shelves  in  1938. 
Our  aim  is  to  force  this  nationwide  trade 
recognition  through  to  the  consumer. 
We're  looking  for  a  sharp  increase  in 
awareness  and  market  penetration." 

Achromycin  ointment 

The  pack  size  of  Achromycin  topical 
ointment  3  per  cent  has  been  changed 
from  25g  to  30g  (£074  trade)  by  Lederle 
Laboratories,  Fareham  Road,  Gosport, 
Hants. 

Mandelamine  500  size 

William  R.  Warner  &  Co  Ltd,  Eastleigh, 
Hants,  are  discontinuing  Mandelamine 
packs  of  500  tablets  on  August  6.  When 
stocks  are  exhausted,  orders  will  be  filled 
with  the  smaller  packs. 

Redesigned  outers  for  Paddi  Pads 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield,  Wheat  Bridge 
Mills,  Chesterfield,  are  helping  to  alleviate 
the  problem  of  easy  and  quick  identifica- 
tion of  products  in  stock  rooms  by  intro- 
ducing newly  designed  outer  cases  for 
Paddi  Pads.  The  new  outers  are  now 
similar  to  the  new  Paddi  pads  unit  pack- 
aging introduced  last  year,  and  the  colour 
system  already  successfully  used  to  iden- 
tify different  pack  sizes  will  continue  as 
before.  However,  there  will  now  be  more 
colour  visible  so  that  even  when  stacked 
high  the  pack  size  required  will  be  easier 
to  locate. 

Concentrated  oils 

Dohler  UK  Ltd,  164  North  Gower  Street, 
London  NW1  2ND,  have  produced  a 
series  of  highly  concentrated  terpeneless 
oils  suitable  for  food,  drinks  and  pharma- 
ceutical industries.  Produced  by  column 
chromatography,  they  are  available  in 
peppermint,  bergamot,  orange,  lemon  and 
lime. 

During  separation,  oils  are  subjected  to 
a  maximum   temperature  of  25°C,  and 


Dohler  recommend  them  particularly  in 
end  products  requiring  long  shelf  life.  A 
range  of  flavoured  lipsticks,  lip  gloss  and 
slickers,  based  on  the  oils  is  also  available. 


Win  a  stay  at  a  health  farm 

Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Slough,  Berks, 
are  running  an  in-store  promotion  for 
baby  cream.  Designed  to  capitalise  on  the 
brand's  growing  use  as  a  health  and 
beauty  aid  for  adult  skins,  the  promotion 
offers  a  first  prize  of  a  year's  health  and 
beauty  care. 

This  promotion  coincides  with  the 
brand's  summer  sales  peak  when  women 
are  thought  to  be  more  aware  of  the 
need  for  slimming  and  special  skin  care. 
It  also  backs  the  launch  of  new  plastic 
trays  in  which  both  45g  and  85g  sizes  of 
baby  cream  will  be  packed.  The  trays 
are  simply  lifted  out  of  the  pack  and  are 
instantly  ready  for  display.  The  "Win  a 
year  of  beauty  and  health"  promotion 
starts  on  August  15  and  runs  for  four 
weeks.  First  prize  includes  a  summer 
week  for  two  at  Ragdale  Hall  Health  and 
Beauty  Centre  with  two  refresher  week- 
end breaks  in  spring  and  autumn,  a 
"health  hamper"  and  three  appointments 
with  Vidal  Sassoon's  hair  salon. 

Stevie  B  invokes  the  1950s 

Max  Factor  are  re-promoting  Stevie  B, 
with  a  rock  'n'  roll  theme,  aiming  at  the 
young  fragrance  market  of  girls  between 
14  and  20.  Two  full  page  colour  adver- 
tisements, featuring  "cruising"  and  "chat- 
ting up",  which  capture  the  50's  mood — 
jiving  skirts,  ponytails,  drainpipes  and 
creeps — will  appear  from  September  to 
December  in  girls'  magazines  such  as 
Jackie,  Look  Now,  19  and  Honey.  Stevie 
B  is  also  being  heavily  promoted  on  radio 
with  concentrated  coast-to-coast  coverage 
for  three  weeks  in  September  plus  a  pre- 
Christmas  burst. 

Max  Factor  are  also  offering  a  special 
Stevie  B  touch-up  Cologne  spray  (7g)  at 
£0  65,  from  a  50's  style  dispenser,  designed 
to  stand  free  or  within  a  new  unit  which 
can  hold  the  entire  Stevie  B  range. 

Farley's  teddy  bears 

A  total  of  200  teddy  bears  are  to  be  won 
in  a  "Ready-teddy  go!"  competition 
featured  on  the  family  size  pack  of 
Farley's  rusks.  Entrants  have  to  count 
the  number  of  teddies  hiding  in  a  picnic 
scene  and  complete  the  tie-breaker, 
"Children  like  Farley's  rusks  because  .  .  ." 
Each  entry  has  to  be  on  a  Farley's  rusk 
family  pack  coupon  and  the  closing  date 
is  April  30,  1978. 
The  new  promotion  is  backed  by  point- 
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of-sale  material  which  includes  showcards 
and  shelf  strips. 

The  national  television  campaign  during 
September  and  early  October,  which  fea- 
tures the  current  "growing  up"  commer- 
cial, is  part  of  a  total  outlay  of  more  than 
£7  million  with  which  Farley  Health 
Products  Ltd,  Torr  Lane,  Plymouth. 
Devon,  are  supporting  the  brand. 

Shulton  promotions 

Shulton,  Trevor  House,  100  Brompton 
Road,  London  SW3  1EW,  are  currently 
promoting  the  following  special  offers: 
Blue  Stratos  talc  £075,  stick  deodorant 
£0  75,  body  splash  £0  75,  smooth  shave 
£0  75;  Old  Spice  stick  deodorant  £0  65, 
after  shave  travel  pack  £0  85,  antiperspi- 
rant  £0-69,  smooth  shave  300g  for  price 
of  170g;  and  Desert  Flower  hand  and 
body  lotion  special  £0  99.  A  television 
advertising  campaign  for  Blue  Stratos 
starts  in  November. 

Babysafe  distributors 

Salesmasters  have  been  appointed  distri- 
butors for  Babysafe  sterilising  tablets  and 
cotton  buds,  with  effect  from  August  8. 
Orders  should  be  sent  to  Salesmasters 
(Brokers)  Ltd,  PO  box  50,  Southampton. 

Larger  Airwick  aerosol 

Airwick  Rapid  is  now  only  available  as 
the  larger  size  215g  aerosol  with  a  "high 
impact"  flash  to  attract  consumer  interest. 
It  is  in  three  fragrances,  summer  citrus, 
lavender  and  spring  jasmine  (£039T).  Air- 
wick Rapid  is  sold  and  distributed  on 
behalf  of  Airwick  (UK)  Ltd  by  Jeyes  UK 
Ltd,  Brunei  Way,  Thetford,  Norfolk. 

Mail  delivered  again 

French  &  Scott  Ltd,  717  North  Circular 
Road,  London  NW2  7AL,  are  in  the 
Cricklewood  area  of  London  which  was 
affected  by  the  postal  dispute.  No  orders 
were  received  for  about  three  weeks,  but 
by  Monday  the  mail  was  being  delivered 
again.  The  company  apologises  for  any 
inconvenience  and  says  that  delayed 
orders  will  be  dealt  with  urgently. 

Bran-slim  demand 

Supplies  of  Bran-slim,  manufactured  by 
Thompson  Medical  Co  Ltd,  Cunard  Road, 
London  NWI0  6PN,  are  being  airlifted 
from  America  to  the  UK  to  supplement 
local  production  until  it  can  be  built-up 
to  meet  the  tremendous  demand  from 
wholesalers  and  retailers.  The  company 
regrets  the  temporary  inconvenience  but 
anticipates  the  problem  will  be  shortlived. 

Handy  Andies  redesigned 

Handy  Andies,  from  Bowater-Scott  Cor- 
poration Ltd,  Bowater  House,  68  Knights- 
bridge,  London  SW1X  7LR,  have  been 
given  a  new  image  with  a  smarter  and 
more  sophisticated  wrapper  and  carton, 
displaying  the  new  logo. 

Berk's  telephone  change 

Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Station  Road. 
Shelford,  Surrey,  have  changed  their  tele- 
phone number  for  orders  and  customer 
service  inquiries  to  Godalming  (04868) 
4191.  An  Ansaphone  service  operates,  for 
orders  only,  after  5  pm  and  at  weekends 
on  Godalming  28996. 

Continued  on  pl92 
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Sales  and  merchandising 
organisation  launched 

A  number  of  major  manufacturers  have 
retained  the  services  of  a  new  UK  sales, 
merchandising  and  distribution  organisa- 
tion for  health  and  beauty  products.  The 
health  and  beauty  division  of  Salesmasters 
officially  commenced  full  operations  last 
month,  with  regional  controllers  and  1 9 
sales  executives  covering  the  British  Isles. 
They  will  be  responsible  for  merchandi- 
sing over  10,000  outlets  in  the  UK  with 
health  and  beauty  products  including  2,500 
major  national  wholesale  and  multiple 
groups  and  7,500  independent  chemists, 
department  stores,  smaller  wholesalers  and 
multiples. 

Among  those  products  being  initially 
marketed  by  the  company  are  Formula 
3  +  6,  Clense,  Nomor  Grey,  Baby  Safe, 
Jean  Marie  Pascal  fragrances,  animal  egg 
cups,  Bidex  feminine  deodorants,  Kalif, 
Doodi,  William  Tell,  Forest  Pool  and 
Clearfresh. 

Salesmasters  operate  on  a  fixed  percen- 
tage of  sales,  so  that  their  clients  are  not 
faced  with  escalation  of  selling  costs  asso- 
ciated with  the  maintenance  of  their  own 
sales  force.  Sales  territories  tie  in  with 
Nielsen  regions  to  ensure  easy  audit,  easy 
definition  against  television  areas  and 
effective  test  market  control. 

The  sales  executives  operate  a  "commis- 
sion plus"  scheme  designed  to  stimulate 
self-motivation  whilst  rewarding  largely 
on  results.  There  are  no  trainees  or  terri- 
tories without  continuous  coverage,  says 
the  company. 

Mr  Christopher  W.  J.  Cottam,  managing 
director  (who  has  previously  been  involved 
in  marketing  and  selling  of  consumer  pro- 
ducts with  Procter  and  Gamble,  Warner 
Lambert  and  as  an  international  consul- 
tant), believes  that  the  specialist  service 
being  offered  is  "pioneering  the  future  of 
selling"  in  Britain.  Details  of  the  operation 
are  available  from  the  UK  sales  office  PO 
box  50,  Southampton  S09  7 DP. 

Extended  campaign  for  Bemax 

Following  a  successful  Press  advertising 
campaign  in  the  spring,  Beecham  Foods, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road,  Brent- 
ford, Middlesex,  report  that  they  are 
extending  the  advertising  support  for 
Bemax. 

From  now  until  next  March,  a  pro- 
gramme of  insertions  in  a  wide  selection 
of  women's  and  general  interest  publica- 
tions, will  feature  the  Noele  Gordon 
"testimonial". 

Noele  Gordon  is  currently  "TV  per- 
sonality of  the  year"  for  the  seventh  year 
running.  Bemax  sales  for  the  first  quarter 
are  already  up  by  48  per  cent  over  the 
same  period  in  1976,  according  to  Mr 
Miles  Templeman,  marketing  manager. 
Spending  on  the  brand  this  year  will  be 
the  highest  ever. 


Discount  on  manicure  stand 

Solport  Bros  Ltd,  Portia  House,  Goring 
Street,  Goring-by-Sea,  West  Sussex,  are 
offering  a  10  per  cent  discount  to  retailers 
on  their  Portia  manicure  stand.  The 
stands,  which  are  only  available  through 
selected  wholesalers,  are  fitted  with  10  of 
each :  emery  boards  7in ;  coloured  emery 
boards  4in ;  nail  files  4in ;  orange  sticks 
4in ;  scissors  3+in ;  tweezers  3in. 

Wholesalers  carrying  stock  are :  Jones 
&  King  Ltd,  Fareham  ;  Dennis  E.  Riches, 
Hornchurch ;  Charles  Stevens  &  Co, 
Glasgow;  Aberdeen  Chemist  Sundries, 
Aberdeen;  Hugh  Reynolds,  Edinburgh: 
L.  Rowland,  Wrexham  ;  Richard  Daniel  & 
Son  Ltd,  Derby. 

Guidance  for  steroid  patients 

To  reinforce  the  guidance  given  by  general 
practitioners  to  psoriasis  patients  when 
prescribing  topical  steroids  a  patient 
instruction  leaflet  has  been  produced  by 
Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd,  Greenford,  Mid- 
dlesex. The  leaflet  stresses  that  the  patient 
should  limit  usage  of  the  preparation  to 
the  amount  and  frequency  prescribed  by 
the  doctor  and  to  the  skin  areas  for  which 
it  is  prescribed,  and  that  small  quantities 
should  be  applied.  Patients  are  advised  to 
follow  the  doctor's  instructions  on  the 
length  of  treatment  and  to  make  regular 
appointments  to  see  him,  rather  than  col- 
lecting a  repeat  prescription.  The  final 
advice  is  not  to  accept  a  medicine  for 
psoriasis  from  anybody  else  nor  offer 
medicine  to  other  people.  Pads  of  leaflets 
are  available  from  Glaxo  representatives 
or  direct  from  the  company. 

Parke-Davis  advertising  award 

"Olympic  torch",  one  of  the  three  tele- 
vision films  used  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co, 
Usk  Road,  Pontypool,  Gwent  NP4  8YH, 
to  launch  new  Benylets  and  Parker's  cough 
linctus  last  winter,  was  awarded  a  diploma 
at  the  International  Film  Festival  in 
Cannes  last  month. 

"Our  sales  results  from  television  adver- 
tising have  been  outstanding"  said  Peter 
Madge,  marketing  director,  "and  this 
award  comes  at  a  time  when  we  are 
already  planning  an  even  bigger  promo- 
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tional  programme  for  Parker's  and  Beny- 
lets. We  plan  to  support  the  chemist  with 
television  in  every  area  this  winter,  and  to 
give  extra  pressure  we  shall  back  this  up 
with  commercial  radio  too  wherever  there 
is  a  tactical  need." 

Dunhill's  1978  launch 

Alfred  Dunhill  Ltd,  30  Duke  Street,  St 
James's,  London  SW1  6DL,  are  to  launch 
a  new  men's  fragrance  in  autumn  1978 
and  expand  their  existing  business  through 
increased  worldwide  promotion  of  the 
Classic  and  London  lines.  The  company 
says  that  distribution  points  have  not  yet 
been  decided  but  the  new  range  may  be 
available  through  "high  class  pharmacies". 

To  implement  these  plans,  Dunhill  has 
formed  a  new  management  team.  Mr 
Derek  Harris  will  divide  his  time  between 
London  and  New  York  during  the  initial 
development  period;  he  was  previously 
assigned  to  the  company's  manufacturing 
facilities  in  the  north  of  England.  He  will 
be  working  closely  with  Mr  Walter  E. 
Harris,  president,  Alfred  Dunhill  of 
London  Inc,  the  US  subsidiary  of  Alfred 
Dunhill  Ltd.  Mr  Ken  Hillson  will  super- 
vise the  worldwide  distribution  network 
and  all  activities  in  the  UK. 

Mr  Irwin  Alfin,  an  American  marketer 
of  fine  fragrances,  has  been  retained  by 
Dunhill  as  an  executive  adviser  on  the 
project  and  his  responsibilities  will  include 
the  possible  development  of  potential 
American  resources.  American  distribution 
of  Dunhill  fragrances  will  be  continued  by 
Mr  Jan  Hansum,  Exclusive  Toiletries  Ltd. 

Pears  shampoo  with  Persi! 

From  August  to  October  the  Pears  sham- 
poo story  will  be  carried  on  the  front  and 
backs  of  about  10  million  packs  of  Persil 
and  Persil  Automatic.  Each  one  will 
feature  a  "buyback"  offer  whereby  £0-50 
is  refunded  to  Persil  users  who  send  in  a 
130cc  Pears  shampoo  cap  with  six  Persil 
or  Persil  Automatic  proofs  of  purchase. 
E10  size  packs  of  Persil  and  Persil  Auto- 
matic will  also  contain  two  sample  sachets 
of  Pears  shampoo,  from  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd, 
PO  box  1DY,  Portman  Square,  London 
W1A  1DY. 

Bulk  packs  of  Go-cat 

To  meet  a  fast  growing  demand  for  bulk 
packs,  Carnation  Foods  Co  Ltd,  11  High 
Road,  London  N2  8AW,  have  introduced 
800g  (£0  65)  packs  of  Go-cat  for  their 
two  best-selling  flavours,  fish  and  liver. 

Labelling  of  fruit  juices 

Regulations  have  been  made  to  control 
the  composition,  description  and  labelling 
of  fruit  juices,  including  concentrated  and 
dried  fruit  juices.  The  Fruit  Juices  and 
Fruit  Nectars  Regulations  1977  (SI  1977 
No  927  HM  Stationery  Office,  £0  35)  will 
come  into  force  on  November  17,  1978, 
except  for  Regulations  2  and  19  which 
came  into  force  on  July  1,  1977,  to  enable 
products  which  comply  with  the  main 
Regulations  to  be  sold  from  that  date. 

The  principal  effects  will  be  to :  define 
fruit  juice,  concentrated  fruit  juice,  fruit 
nectar  and  dried  fruit  juice ;  reserve  the 
descriptions  "x  juice",  "concentrated  x 
juice",  where  "x"  is  the  name  of  the  fruit 
from  which  the  product  is  derived ;  require 
those  reserved  descriptions  and  specified 
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declarations  to  be  applied  in  trade  to  these 
products  when  sold  in  containers,  and 
prescribe  the  marking  or  labelling  to  be 
applied ;  specify  permitted  added  in- 
gredients. 

Women  buy  more  aerosols 

Nearly  three-quarters  of  all  adults  are 
aerosol  buyers,  according  to  a  national 
sample  of  nearly  1,000  consumers,  under- 
taken for  Mintel,  the  market  research 
journal.  The  survey  shows  that  aerosol 
usage  is  at  its  highest  in  the  younger  Cl- 
C2  groups  in  the  households  of  clerical 
and  skilled  workers,  but  even  the  oldest 
and  poorest  parts  of  the  community  are 
important  purchasers. 

The  strong  influence  of  women  is  obvi- 
ous in  nearly  all  purchase  areas,  with  83 
per  cent  of  women  claiming  to  have  pur- 
chased an  aerosol  in  the  previous  three 
months,  compared  to  56  per  cent  of  men. 
Mintel  is  published  monthly  by  Kraushar 
Andrews  and  Eassie  Ltd,  32  Fitzroy 
Square,  London,  Wl  (telephone  01-387 
7882  (£25  for  single  issues,  £120  a  year). 

Flour  goes  metric 

Flour  is  the  next  major  foodstuff  to  go 
metric.  From  the  end  of  July  imperial 
flour  bags  are  being  phased  out  of  shops, 
and  manufacturers  say  that  most  flour 
sold  will  be  in  metric  bags  by  the  end  of 
September.  Mrs  Aiisa  Stanley,  chairman 
cf  the  Metrication  Board's  steering  com- 
mittee for  distribution  and  consumer  in- 

on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
v— Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland.  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So— South;  NE— North-east;  A— Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We — Westward;  3 — Bordar; 
G— Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islands. 

All  Fresh:  Ln,  Lc,  Sc,  WW,  So,  We,  G 
Allurell:  All  areas 
Anadin:  All  areas 
Ban:  NE 

Body  Mist:  All  areas 
Babettes:  All  except  U,  E,  Lc,  M 
Crest:  All  except  G,  E 
Dentu-Creme:  All  except  E 
Elastoplast:  Sc,  B,  G 
Elseve  Balsam  shampoo:  All  except  E 
Germolene:  Sc,  WW 
Head  &  Shoulders:  All  except  We,  B,  E, 
CI 

Macleans  toothpaste:  All  areas 

Mum  Rollette:  All  except  E 

Nivea  cream  and  lotion:  All  except  WW, 

G,  E,  CI 
Optone:  Sc,  WW,  So,  A,  G,  CI 
Poligrip:  All  except  E 
Poly  Simply  Sensational:  Ln,  So,  M,  WW, 

We 

Pure  &  Simple  skin  care:  All  areas 

Recital:  All  except  E 

Rennie:  All  except  CI 

Setlers:  All  except  E 

Sweetex:  All  except  CI 

Tegrin:  All  except  WW,  U,  We,  B,  E,  CI 

Vitarich:  Lc 

Wilkinson  Sword:  All  except  E 


terests,  stated  recently  that  the  new  sizes 
will  be  L5kg  replacing  the  31b  bag,  500g 
replacing  the  lib  bag. 

All  the  new  packs  must  be  clearly 
marked  "metric  pack",  and  to  help  and 
inform  shoppers  the  board  has  produced  a 
card,  "Flour  in  metric  packs" — a  value 
for  money  comparison  of  imperial  and 
metric  sizes.  It  is  available  free  to  con- 
sumer organisations  and  to  retailers  for 
distribution  to  their  customers  from  the 
Metrication  Board.  22  Kingsway,  London 
WC2B  6LE. 

Sale  of  the  century' 

Procter  &  Gamble  Ltd,  Gosforth,  New- 
castle Upon  Tyne  NE99  1EE,  are  offering 
consumers  a  range  of  20  items  such  as 
silver  cutlery,  electric  blankets,  watches 
and  kitchenware,  at  low  prices  with  two 
proofs  of  purchase  from  the  four  brands 
involved  in  the  "Sale  of  the  century"  pro- 
motion. The  brands  are  Fairy  toilet  soap. 


Make  it  easy  on  yourself.  Roadline  Trade 
Routes  can  deliver  the  goods.  And  collect 
them.  From  almost  anywhere  to 
everywhere  in  the  U.K.  To  suit  your 
distribution  demands.  With  reliability. 

For  instance:  Servier  Laboratories  Ltd. 
and  Fontarel  Ltd. 

Servier  are  manufacturers  of  ethical 
pharmaceuticals,  whilst  Fontarel 
manufacture  cosmetics.  Supplying  their 
products  to  wholesalers,  hospitals  and 


Head  &  Shoulders,  Crest  and  Camay.  The 
promotion  is  being  supported  by  display 
material  and  in-store  leaflets. 

Rennie  starts  on  television 

Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath 
Road,  Slough,  Berks  SL1  4AU,  are  to 
back  Rennie  with  over  £2  million  of 
advertising  support  over  the  next  twelve 
months.  Most  of  the  money  will  be  spent 
on  television  in  a  series  of  national  bursts 
spaced  throughout  the  year,  currently 
being  screened  in  all  areas  except  the 
Channel  Islands. 

Economy  size  Natural  Balance 

Bristol-Myers  Co  Ltd,  Stamford  House, 
Station  Road,  Langley,  Bucks,  have  intro- 
duced an  economy  size  bottle  of  their 
Clairol  Natural  Balance  conditioners 
(180ml.  £0'75).  There  will  be  special  intro- 
ductory offers  on  the  new  size.  TC  P  I 
give  the  brand  a  12  pc  volume  share. 


retail  outlets  throughout  the  U.K.  Using 
Roadline  as  part  of  their  distributive 
pattern.  With  a  regular  daily  collection 
from  their  Middlesex  base,  goods  are 
through  the  warehouse  and  on  their  way 
Fast. 

Roadline  know  the  distribution  demands 
of  the  pharmaceutical  and  cosmetics 
industry.  And  there's  a  branch  in  your 
area.  Or  contact  01  -586  221 1 . 
Either  way,  ring  Roadline. 


We  collect. .  .we  deliver. 


® roadline 
TRADE  ROUTES 

Roadline  UK  Limited  A  member  company  of  the  National  Freight  Corporation 


"Roadline  offer 
the  most  efficient 
nationwide 


Mr.  Harry  Jenkins,  Servier  Laboratories  Ltd.  and  Fontarel  Ltd. 
Full-time  distribution  manager,  spare-time  football  enthusiast 
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T/ernaidt 


REGD. 


THE  BRAND  LEADER 

STERILE  PACKS 
CONFORMING  TO 
THE  SPECIFICATION 
OF  THE  N.H.S. 
DRUG  TARIFF 


Vernon  -  Carus  Limited 

PEN  WORTH  AM  MILLS  -  PRESTON  •  LANCS.     TEL.  44493/8 


OBTAINABLE   FROM    ALL :  WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS 


Carnation  Corn  Caps. 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &Co.  Ltd,.OIdbury  Warley 
West  Midlands  B69  3BB.Tel :  021-552 1355 


Mr 


EXTINCT 

MIA 


OFFERS  YOU 

comprehensive  information  on  the  complex 
business  of  exporting  to  every  world  market, 
including  countries,  cities,  languages,  currencies, 
banks,  embassies,  commercial  representatives, 
airports,  seaports,  airline  cargo  booking  offices, 
container  and  unit  load  services,  documentation 
and  licensing  details,  import  regulations, 
financing  exports,  trade  marks,  weights,  measures, 
abbreviations,  voltages,  postal  charges, 
money  orders,  cables,  telephones,  climate, 
holidays,  EEC  PREFERENCE  regulations,  ATA, 
BOTB,  CAN,  ECGB.  THE,  VAT  information,  plus 
monthly  up-dating  service, 

700 pages  270  x  743  mm  £75.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  1  25  High  Street  ColliersWood 
London  SW1  9  2JN  Tel :  01 -542  8575 
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New  scales 
for  oxygen 

Increases  in  oxygen  therapy  payments  and 
container  allowances  were  among  the 
items  disclosed  after  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  meeting 
last  week. 

The  Department  of  Health  has  agreed 
an  increase  in  container  allowance,  on  an 
interim  basis,  from  1  ■  8p  to  2.5p  for  each 
prescription  dispensed  on  and  after  July  1, 
1977.  Professional  fees  for  providing  an 
oxygen  therapy  service  on  and  after  July 
1,  1977  have  been  increased  by  the  maxi- 
mum permitted  under  the  pay  policy.  Part 
VII,  paragraph  5C  (a),  (b),  (c),  and  (d)  of 
the  Drug  Tariff  should  be  revised  as 
shown  in  the  table  on  the  right. 

Record  year  for  Irish 
industrial  development 

Among  the  highlights  for  1976  recorded  in 
the  annual  report  of  the  Industrial  Devel- 
opment Authority  of  Ireland  was  the 
opening  of  an  £18m  plant  for  the  Beecham 
Pharmaceutical  group  near  Shannon.  The 
year  was  one  of  the  best  ever  for  the  IDA 
in  its  role  of  creating  job  opportunities  by 
encouraging  industrial  investment.  Projects 
planned  in  1976  will  provide  over  18,000 
jobs  at  full  production,  1,000  more  than 
the  target  for  the  year. 

In  the  programme  for  small  industries 
(those  with  less  than  50  people  or  an 
investment  under  £200,000),  records  were 
also  set  in  1976,  196  projects  being 
approved,  including  investments  in  the 
pharmaceutical  sector.  Exports  of  chemi- 
cals and  pharmaceuticals  rose  55  per  cent. 

Irish  bridge  competition 

Aoi  all-Ireland  pharmacy  bridge  competi- 
tion is  to  be  held  with  the  final  scheduled 
for  December  4  in  Athlone.  Regional 
competitions  should  be  completed  by  mid- 
November. 

It  is  to  be  organised  by  a  steering  com- 
nittee  and  inquiries  should  be  addressed 
o  Pharmacy  Bridge  Championship,  c/o 
Irish  Pharmacy  Journal,  18  Mary's  Abbey, 
I  Dublin  7.  Persons  eligible  to  compete 
nclude:  Pharmacists,  who  may  be  part- 
lered  by  a  member  of  their  immediate 
amily;  qualified  pharmaceutical  assis- 
ants;  persons  holding  current  member- 
hip  of  the  Pharmacy  Bridge  Club. 

Preliminary  rounds  are  expected  to  be 
leld  in  each  of  the  eight  Regional  Health 
Joard  areas,  plus  an  extra  round  in 
Dublin  and  in  Northern  Ireland.  The  entry 
ee  for  the  regional  sessions  will  be  £1  per 
competitor.  Sponsorship  for  the  donation 
»f  prizes  has  been  guaranteed,  and  the 
teering  committee  wish  to  hear  from 
>ridge  players  prepared  to  act  as  local 
irganisers  for  the  regional  contests. 


Miles  each  way                                                                  0-3  over  3-5  over  5-10  over  10 

P                    P                     P  P 

(a)  Delivery  of  set  and  cylinders  or  of  replacement  set 

(i)  all  non-urgent                                                         3S7                  554                  623  854 

(ii)  between  closing   time  and    M  pm  other  than 

Sundays  and  public  holidays,  endorsed  "Urgent"  537  694  773  1004 

(iii)  between  11  pm  and  opening  times  other  than 
Sundays  and  public  holidays  and  throughout  Sun- 
days and  public  holidays  endorsed  "Urgent",  or 
where  not  endorsed  "Urgent"  but  dispensed  on  day 
on  which  written  between  11  pm  and  8  am  or 
between  1 1  pm  and  9  am  on  Sundays  and  public 
holidays,  endorsed  by  chemist  and  signed  by  patient 

or  representative  687  854  9'23  1154 

(/>)  Delivery  of  cylinders  (not  with  set) 

(1)  all  non-urgent  35  1  520  589  821 

(ii)  between   closing  time  and    11   pm  other  than 

Sundays  and  public  holidays,  endorsed  "Urgent"         501  670  739  971 

(iii)  between  11  pm  and  opening  times  other  than 
Sundays  and  public  holidays  and  throughout  Sun- 
days and  public  holidays  endorsed  "Urgent"  or 
where  not  endorsed  "Urgent",  dispensed  on  day  on 
which  written,  between  11  pm  and  8  am  or 
between  11  pm  and  9  am  on  Sundays  and  public 
holidays,  endorsed  by  chemist  and  signed  by  patient 

or  representative  651  820  889  1121 

(c)  Collection  of  sets  and  cylinders  or  second  journey      351  520  589  821 


Fee  per  form 
resident  not  resident 


(d)  Collection  at  pharmacy  by  patient  p 


(i)  all  non-urgent 

set  and  cylinders  183  183 

cylinders  (not  with  set)  165  165 

masks  (not  with  set)  3  3 

(ii)  endorsed      "Urgent"     and     where  applicable 
endorsed  by  chemist 

(a)  between   closing    time   and    1 1    pm   other  than 
Sundays  and  public  holidays 

sets  and  cylinders  283  383 

cylinders  (not  with  set)  265  365 

masks  (not  with  set)  103  203 

(fo)  between  11  pm  and  opening  time  other  than 
Sundays  and  public  holidays  and  throughout  Sun- 
days and  public  holidays 

sets  and  cylinders  408  583 

cylinders  (not  with  set)  390  565 

masks  (not  with  set)  228  403 

(iii)  not  endorsed  "Urgent"  but  dispensed  on  day  on 
which  written,  between  1!  pm  and  8  am  or  between 
11  pm  and  9  am  on  Sundays  and  public  holidays 
and  endorsed  where  applicable  by  chemist  and 
signed  by  patient  or  representative 

set  and  cylinders  408  583 

cylinders  (not  with  set)  390  565 

masks  (not  with  set)  228  403 


'Cashless  society'  by  1990  predicted 


The  "cashless  society"  could  be  fully 
realised  by  the  1990s,  believes  Dr  G.  T. 
Jones,  Retail  Consultancy  Group,  and  the 
key  elements,  computer-linked  terminals 
at  point  of  sale  in  stores  and  banks,  have 
already  been  installed. 

In  "Data  capture  in  the  retail  environ- 
ment", published  by  National  Computing 
Centre  Ltd,  Oxford  Road,  Manchester  Ml 
7ED  (£6),  Dr  Jones  says  the  "cashless 
society"  would  see  cash  no  longer  used  for 
other  than  small  purchases.  Major  items 
purchased  would  be  by  a  personal  elec- 
tronically coded  card  inserted  into  a  com- 
puter terminal  at  the  point  of  sale.  The 
sum  would  be  transferred  automatically 
to  the  store's  account  from  the  customer's 
bank. 

He  says  the  point  of  sale  industry  has 
been  in  a  state  of  considerable  flux  and 
existing  users  are  nervous  about  the  long 
term  stability  of  their  supplier,  but  caution 
produces  a  vicious  circle  because  it  adds 
to  the  financial  problems  of  suppliers. 

Because  of  the  high  cost  of  specialised 
systems  retailers  seek  low  cost  substitutes 
such  as  computer-compatible  merchandise 


tickets  which  carry  data  to  a  central  pro- 
cessing centre,  or  a  portable  data  entry 
terminal  situated  by  a  conventional  cash 
register.  Information  is  transmitted  by 
telephone  line  to  a  central  computer. 
Economic  justification  varies  according  to 
retailers'  circumstances  and  attitudes  differ 
widely,  he  says. 

In  the  preface  Dr  Jones  stresses  that,  as 
all  systems  are  ultimately  user-oriented, 
data  capture  has  to  be  seen  in  the  broader 
context  of  management  information  sys- 
tems. Confusion  and  controversy  exist,  he 
says,  and  it  is  a  difficult  area  for  both 
users  and  suppliers,  as  conflicting  claims 
are  made  for  various  techniques. 

The  report  classifies  and  categorises 
options  available  and  lists  current  equip- 
ment in  the  UK,  together  with  costs.  It 
also  includes  factors  in  economic  justifica- 
tion, order  entry,  stock  audit  and  ware- 
house control. 

The  report  is  available  from  technical 
bookshops,  NCC  publication  stockists,  or 
cash  with  order  (plus  £0-50  postage) 
from:  J.  M.  Dent  &  Sons  (Distribution) 
Ltd,  Dunhams  Lane,  Letchworth,  Herts. 
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MPs  press  for  improved 
remuneration  for  chemists 


The  Department  of  Health  "may  need  to 
look  at  means  of  achieving  a  more  even 
distribution  of  pharmacies  in  the  longer 
term,  in  the  interests  both  of  the  public 
and  pharmacists",  Mr  Eric  Deakins, 
Under-secretary  for  Health,  conceded  at 
the  close  of  a  House  of  Commons  debate. 

He  said  the  Department  would  give 
"due  consideration"  to  any  proposals  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Services  Negotiating  Committee 
might  put  forward  along  these  lines.  The 
Department  would  also  continue  to  moni- 
tor closely  the  rate  of  closures  and  the 
effect  of  remuneration  changes  currently 
being  negotiated. 

Dr  Gerard  Vaughan,  introducing  the 
question  of  pharmacists'  remuneration 
under  the  Consolidated  Fund  (Appropria- 
tion) Bill,  said  that  nearly  250  MPs  had 
signed  an  early-day  motion  calling  for  a 
debate  on  the  subject.  "Only  three  motions 
during  this  Parliament  have  had  more  sig- 
natures and  none  has  received  such  com- 
plete support  from  all  parties",  he  said. 

Chemists  unfairly  treated 

The  situation  was  serious  because 
chemists  had  been  most  unfairly  treated 
and  unless  something  was  done  the  service 
to  the  public  would  be  reduced  still  fur- 
ther in  the  near  future.  Pharmacies  were 
closing  down  at  the  rate  of  one  a  day  and 
many  more  would  leave  if  they  could  find 
anyone  to  buy  their  businesses. 

"The  pharmacist  is  a  most  important 
part  of  our  health  care  team.  At  least  7 
million  visits  are  made  each  day  to 
chemists  by  people  seeking  prescriptions, 
simple  health  remedies,  advice  and  re- 
assurance. Any  doctor  who  thinks  that  he 
can  do  without  the  chemist  should  write 
his  will,  because  without  the  chemist  he 
would  soon  die  from  overwork.  The 
chemist  is  a  highly  trained  professional 
person  who  shoulders  a  great  deal  of  the 
day  to  day  work  involved  in  the  health 
care  of  the  community  that  would  other- 
wise fall  on  the  hospital  services.  I  suggest 
that  at  a  time  when  we  need  to  make 
greater  use  of  pharmaceutical  skills  and 
training  the  Secretary  of  State  is  actually 
closing  down  the  small  chemists  and 
reducing  the  scope  of  the  pharmacist". 

Explaining  the  background  to  the 
current  dispute  over  remuneration,  Dr 
Vaughan  added  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  apparently  accepted  that  pharmacies 
most  vulnerable  to  closure  should  be 
helped:  "But  he  is  going  to  do  it  in  a 
most  peculiar,  complicated  and  distorted 
way.  He  is  still  going  to  take  the  £ll 
million,  but  he  intends  to  return  £3  million 
to  the  chemists  that  are  most  under  pres- 
sure, provided  that — and  this  seems  a 
gross  and  further  injustice — the  most  suc- 
cessful  chemists  cough   up   an   extra  £2 


million — making  £5  million  in  all.  So  poor 
chemists  will  have  less  taken  away,  but 
will  still  be  left  with  too  little  to  manage 
and  the  successful  chemist  will  have  to 
pay  twice — his  share  of  the  £11  million 
and  a  share  of  the  £2  million.  This  is 
extraordinary  logic  and  arithmetic." 

"Two-thirds  of  our  chemists  will  have 
a  little  less  taken  away  from  them  and 
one-third — about  3,000 — will  lose  their 
share  of  the  £11  million  and  have  to  pay 
a  share  of  the  £2  million.  I  wonder 
whether  the  Minister  understands  that  this 
complicated,  penny-pinching,  miserable 
policy  will  not  halt  the  closing  down  of 
chemists.  At  its  very  best  it  will  slow  the 
process  temporarily." 

Under  the  Prices  Code  the  Government 
had  said  that  no  business  should  fall 
below  a  3  per  cent  net  profit  margin,  Dr 
Vaughan  continued,  but  the  pharmacist 
contractors'  figure  was  only  2-8  per  cent. 
In  1974,  however,  the  Government  used 
the  Code  to  restrict  chemists'  pay. 

Mr  Eric  Deakins  paid  tribute  to  the 
"high  standard  of  professional  service  that 
is  given  to  the  community  by  thousands 
of  pharmacists."  He  said  that  the  present 
remuneration  system  identified  all  labour 
and  overhead  costs,  including  property 
costs,  incurred  by  pharmacists  as  a  whole 
and  reimbursed  them  at  current  prices. 
"Pharmacists  in  general  enjoy  a  guaran- 
teed protection  against  inflation  covering 
a  substantial  proportion  of  their  NHS 
income — no  mean  benefit  in  present  cir- 
cumstances ! " 

No  justification  for  increase 

Mr  Deakins  went  on  to  say  the  Depart- 
ment had  been  unable  to  find  any 
justification  for  increasing  the  present  rate 
of  16  per  cent  on  capital  employed.  Phar- 
macists had  drawn  MPs'  attention  to  their 
declining  remuneration  but  the  total  sums 
due  in  1975  were  23  per  cent  higher  than 
in  1974  with  a  further  increase  of  17  per 
cent  in  1976.  Even  after  account  had  been 
taken  of  the  new  stockholding  period,  he 
expected  that  the  sums  payable  in  the 
current  year  would  show  another  substan- 
tial increase.  There  had  never  been  any 
question  of  reducing  the  current  rates  of 
fee  or  on-cost  to  take  account  of  the 
revised  stockholding  period. 

The  most  striking  effect  to  emerge  from 
discussions  with  PSNC,  Mr  Deakins  con- 
tinued, was  that  every  pharmacist  was  paid 
the  same  fee  per  item  and  same  rate  of 
on-cost  regardless  of  the  number  of  pre- 
scriptions dispensed,  so  many  smaller 
pharmacies  were  not  even  covering  their 
operating  costs — a  scheme  introduced  in 
1964  at  the  request  of  the  pharmacists' 
own  representatives.  A  general  increase  in 
the  profit  margin  would  do  nothing  to 
correct  this  imbalance,  he  believed. 
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Turning  to  the  Department's  latest  offer 
(see  pl80)  Mr  Deakins  said:  "In  a  period 
of  the  most  severe  constraint  on  public 
expenditure  it  simply  is  not  possible  for 
us  to  do  more.  We  certainly  could  not 
have  contemplated  meeting  the  PSNC's 
claims  in  full.  They  would  have  totalled 
about  £27  million  in  the  first  year — an 
increase  in  remuneration  of  no  less  than 
21y  per  cent  on  top  of  the  increased  sums 
that  would  in  any  event  become  due  as  a 
result  of  rising  labour  and  overhead  costs 
and  of  the  reassessment  of  capital 
employed  at  current  values." 

On  pharmacy  closures,  Mr  Deakins  said 
there  was  little  evidence  that  they  had 
caused  widespread  serious  difficulties  for 
patients.    "Only   five   of   the  pharmacies 
which  closed  in  1976  were  more  than  one 
mile    from    another    pharmacy.    This    is  I 
counter-balanced  by  the  fact  that  of  the  I 
152  new  pharmacies  in   1976,  five  were 
more  than  one  mile  from  another  phar- 
macy. Our  aim  is,  of  course,  to  maintain 
an  adequate  NHS  dispensing  service.  We  | 
are  concerned  that   the   present  rate  of 
decline  in  the  number  of  pharmacies  shall 
not  continue,  lest  serious  gaps  appear  in 
the  dispensing  network." 

Barbiturate  concern 

Asked  what  plans  the  Government  had  for 
adding  any  of  the  barbiturates  normally 
prescribed  by  doctors  to  the  Schedule  to  I 
the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act  1971,  Lord  j 
Harris,  Minister  of  State,  Home  Office, 
said  that  the  growing  demand  for  certain 
barbiturates  by  those  who  misuse  drugs 
was  a  matter  for  concern. 

The  campaign  on  the  use  and  restriction 
of  barbiturates  (CURB),  instigated  in  1975 
with  the  object  of  persuading  doctors  to 
reduce  their  prescribing  and  members  of 
the  public  to  reduce  their  use  of  these 
drugs,  was  to  close  at  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber. Its  results  were  being  monitored  and 
the  Advisory  Council  on  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs  would  return  to  the  question  of 
control  under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act  in 
the  light  of  the  conclusions. 

Cimetidine  safety 

Asked  a  number  of  questions  on  the  safety 
and  adverse  effects  of  cimetidine,  Mr 
Roland  Moyle,  Minister  for  Health,  indi- 
cated that  no  further  research  was  required 
but  that  the  drug  was  being  monitored. 

Mr  Laurie  Pavitt  received  a  Commons 
written  reply  to  nine  questions  on  the 
drug.  Mr  Moyle  said  cimetidine  (Tagamet) 
was  a  major  advance  in  the  treatment  of 
peptic  ulceration.  Nonetheless,  the  data 
sheet  to  doctors  made  clear  that  the 
drug's  safety  and  efficacy  in  prolonged  or 
prophylactic  use  had  not  yet  been  estab- 
lished. It  also  specified  several  possible 
adverse  reactions  including  gynaecomastia. 
The  anti-androgen  effect  of  cimetidine  was 
specifically  considered  by  the  Committee 
on  Safety  of  Medicines  before  it  advised 
that  a  product  licence  should  be  granted ; 
the  effect,  noted  at  exceptionally  high 
doses  in  animals,  was  reversible. 

The  product  was  being  carefully  moni- 
tored and  reports  of  adverse  reactions  to 
date  did  not  indicate  cause  for  concern  or 
the  need  to  give  further  advice  to  pre- 
scribes. The  CSM  had  received  no  reports 
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Another  100  Scottish  health  centres 


of  reduction  in  prostate  size  or  other  indi- 
cation of  endocrine  disturbance.  The  only 
report  of  blood  dyscrasia  related  to  a 
patient  who  had  been  treated  with  a  num- 
ber of  drugs,  at  least  one  of  which  was 
known  to  be  a  cause  of  agranulocytosis. 
Information  on  the  relapse  rate  of  duo- 
denal ulcers  after  short-term  treatment  was 
not  yet  available.  At  the  present  time  there 
was  no  indication  that  the  use  of  cimet- 
idine  was  associated  with  disturbance  of 
immunological  mechanisms  or  the  central 
nervous  system  except  for  headache. 

May  bank  holiday 

The  first  Monday  in  May  will  be  the  May 
Day  bank  holiday  in  England,  Wales  and 
Northern  Ireland  from  1978  onwards,  Mr 
Albert  Booth,  Secretary  for  Employment, 
announced  in  a  written  Commons  answer. 
In  Scotland  where  the  first  Monday  in 
May  is  already  a  bank  holiday,  the  last 
Monday  in  May  will  be  a  bank  holiday 
in  1978  and  subsequent  years. 

Toxic  substances 

In  a  written  Commons  answer,  Mr  John 
Grant,  Under-Secretary  for  Employment, 
said  it  was  not  yet  possible  to  give  a  firm 
date  for  the  introduction  of  the  proposed 
statutory  scheme  for  the  notification  of 
the  toxic  properties  of  substances  (C&D, 
July  16,  p79).  Consultations  on  the  dis- 
cussion document  published  by  the  Health 
and  Safety  Commission  were  still  at  an 
early  stage,  and  it  was  unlikely  that  the 
scheme  would  be  operative  before  1979. 


Fifteen  health  centres  were  completed 
during  1976,  in  Scotland,  bringing  the 
total  to  89,  and  a  further  101  are  in  the 
planning  or  construction  stage,  according 
to  the  Health  Services  in  Scotland  report 
1976  (HM  Stationery  Office,  £2).  By  the 
end  of  1976,  22-4  per  cent  (1,164,000)  of 
the  population  were  receiving  medical  ser- 
vices from  the  centres. 

The  report  shows  that  the  number  of 
prescriptions  dispensed  by  pharmacists 
under  the  general  medical  services  had 
risen  from  under  28  million  in  1966  to 
over  31  million  by  the  end  of  1975  and 
cost  over  £8  per  head  of  population.  As 
might  be  expected  the  numbers  tempor- 
arily decreased  in  1969  and  1971  when 
prescription  charges  were  reintroduced 
and  then  increased.  The  report  suggests 
that  several  factors  produce  an  increase 
in  prescription  numbers,  the  increase  of 
persons  over  65  years  of  age  being  signifi- 
cant. An  increase  of  25  per  cent  in  quan- 
tity over  the  past  decade  is  also  noted. 

The  proportion  of  proprietary  medicines 
prescribed  had  risen  from  77  per  cent  in 
1967  to  84  per  cent  in  1974  and  it  was 
now  relatively  rare  for  a  doctor  to  write 
a  prescription  detailing  mixture  constitu- 
ents, the  report  says.  One  reason  was  the 
false  assumption  that  proprietaries  were 
the  only  drugs  subjected  to  careful  re- 
search and  that  accuracy  of  dosage  and 


stability  made  them  more  dependable. 
Also,  alleged  benefits  of  proprietaries 
were  subjected  to  advertising,  and  manu- 
facturers ensured  that  proprietary  names 
were  easy  to  recall  and  quick  to  write. 
Although  hospital  pharmacists  were  invari- 
ably careful  to  use  official  drug  names, 
the  same  could  not  be  said  for  medical 
staff  hence  setting  the  pattern  for  future 
prescribing  by  GPs  to  whom  the  patients 
might  be  referred. 

Concern  is  expressed  on  the  increasing 
use  of  diuretics  particularly  the  "loop" 
variety ;  which  were  being  used  for  main- 
tenance therapy  when  the  less  hazardous 
and  less  expensive  thiazides  could  be  more 
appropriate.  Stimulants  and  appetite  de- 
presents  showed  a  decline  from  1967-74 
which  the  report  attributes  to  the  volun- 
tary restriction  of  amphetamine-like  drugs. 
Barbiturates  also  declined  over  the  period 
but  antidepressants  and  tranquillisers 
showed  an  upward  trend.  The  report  ad- 
vocates more  critical  examination  of  when 
such  drugs  outweigh  their  potential  ad- 
verse effects. 

Oral  contraceptive  prescribing  appeared 
to  have  been  relatively  unaffected  by  in- 
clusion in  the  NHS  in  1975.  The  report 
expresses  the  hope  that  the  days  were  long 
gone  of  prescribing  on  the  basis  of  a 
drug  being  unlikely  to  cause  harm  and 
perhaps  being  beneficial. 


FOLLOWING  THE  SUCCESSFUL  LAUNCH  OF 

Frusemide 

Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co.  Ltd. 
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Diazepam  (tabs)B.P 

INTO  THEIR  RANGE  OF  GENERICS 

9  Another  high  turnover,  new  generation  generic 

•  Manufactured  and  packed  to  Cox's  stringent 
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BRIGHTON,  SUSSEX.    BN2  3QJ. 


2mg 

500 

1000 

5mg 

500 

1000 

10mg 

500 
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ABPI  appeal  to 
to  check  rise  in 

An  appeal  to  the  Government  to  help 
check  the  continuing  rise  in  pharmaceu- 
tical imports  has  been  made  by  Mr  Frank 
Goulding,  the  president  of  the  Association 
or  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry.  In 
the  first  half  of  1977,  pharmaceutical 
imports  at  £91  7m  had  risen  by  over  43 
per  cent,  while  exports  at  £259  4m  were 
up  by  only  23  per  cent. 

Mr  Goulding  said :  "The  fall  in  the 
value  of  sterling  against  other  European 
currencies  has  been  a  factor  in  the  rise 
in  imports  but  there  is  a  more  fundamen- 
tal explanation.  Nearly  four  years  ago 
the  Labour  Party,  when  in  opposition, 
called  for  the  public  ownership  of  a 
sector  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry.  We 
warned  at  the  time  that  this  threat  of 
state  control  would  drive  away  investment 
with  a  consequent  adverse  affect  on  our 
very  positive  export  surplus. 

"At  the  time  some  of  our  critics  accused 
us  of  'crying  wolf  but  we  are  now  being 
vindicated.  Substantial  investment  has 
already  gone  elsewhere,  particularly  to 
southern  Ireland.  Fortunately  the  current 
Government  has  now  begun  to  see  the 
light,  and  the  recent  repeal  of  Section  41 
of  the  1949  Patents  Act  has  removed  one 
major  disincentive  to  further  investment 
in  the  country. 

Another  positive  step 

"The  Government  could  take  another 
positive  step  towards  an  immediate  stem- 
ming of  the  imports  tide.  We  recently 
urged  it  to  grant  special  provision  to  phar- 
maceutical patents  in  the  new  Patents  Act 
which  is  due  to  come  into  effect  next 
June.  As  it  now  stands  the  new  Act  ex- 
cludes existing  patents  with  less  than  five 
years  to  run  from  the  benefit  of  the  addi- 
tional four  years  of  patent  protection 
(from  16  to  20  years). 

"The  pharmaceutical  industry  has 
argued  strenuously,  for  the  extra  four 
years  of  patent  life  to  be  given  to  the 
many  major  British  medicines  whose 
patents  are  due  to  expire  within  the  next 
five  years.  The  resulting  estimated  benefit 
to  the  pharmaceutical  trade  surplus, 
visible  plus  invisible,  could  average  £50m- 
£I00m  a  year  over  the  next  four  years. 
This  is  because  the  extra  protection  would 
delay  anticipated  unfair  competition  in 
home  and  export  markets  from  the  foreign 
copyists  in  Italy  and  Eastern  Europe  who 
do  not  carry  the  burden  of  enormous 
research  expenditure  incurred  by  the  inno- 
vating companies  in  this  country. 

"The  Government  has  already  indicated 
that  it  might  introduce  amending  legisla- 
tion to  meet  the  special  requirements  of 
l  he  pharmaceutical  industry  before  the 
new  Act  comes  into  operation. 

"If  it  were  to  accept  now  the  force  of 
the  arguments  advanced,  not  only  by  the 
industry  but  by  NEDO  and  the  NRDC, 


Government 
imports 

r 

by  giving  a  firm  commitment  to  introduce 
such  legislation  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity,  we  are  confident  that  the 
deterioration  in  the  growth  of  the  trade 
surplus  could  quickly  be  reversed  by 
expanding  export  earnings  and  restricting 
additional  imports." 

Future  of  company  reports 

A  consultative  document,  "The  future  of 
company  reports"  (Cmnd  6888,  HMSO. 
45p)  sets  out  Governmental  proposals  for 
widening  the  scope  of  the  information 
provided,  rather  than  the  traditional  ap- 
proach concentrating  on  the  financial 
interests  of  shareholders  and  creditors. 
The  proposals  only  apply  to  larger  com- 
panies, ie  those  employing  more  than  500 
or  with  a  turnover  exceeding  £5m. 

It  is  proposed  that  company  reports 
should  include  the  following  elements: 

□  An  added  value  statement  to  show 
the  wealth  created  by  the  company  and 
the  way  it  is  distributed. 

□  An  employment  statement  to  indicate 
manpower  resources  and  policies. 

□  More  comprehensive  financial  accounts, 
including  statements  covering  source  and 
application  of  funds,  short-term  borrow- 
ings, leasing  arrangements,  pension  funds, 
and  transactions  in  foreign  currencies. 

□  More  detailed  disaggregation  of  the 
activities  of  the  company  by  type  of  busi- 
ness and  geographical  area  of  operations. 

The  Government  intends  to  give  further 
consideration  to  whether  companies  should 
disclose  their  total  R  and  D  expenditure 
and  energy  usage  in  their  accounts,  and 
should  publish  a  statement  of  future  pros- 
pects. Comments  on  the  consultative 
document  are  invited  by  the  Government 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

New  drug  'coats  stomach' 

An  assistant  professor  of  pharmacy  in 
Chicago,  Dr  Niazi,  claims  he  has  found 
a  substance  which  will  enable  people  to 
eat  as  much  as  they  wish  and  still  stay 
slim,  according  to  last  week's  Sunday 
Mirror.  The  substance,  perfluoro-octyl 
bromide,  originally  developed  for  use  in 
drug  overdosage,  when  taken  after  a  meal 
is  said  to  coat  the  stomach  and  small 
intestine  with  a  "plastic"  solution  thereby 
decreasing  the  absorption  of  food.  So  far 
only  tests  on  rats  have  been  carried  out. 

13  more  pharmacies  lost 

A  net  total  of  13  pharmacies  were  deleted 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  Register 
during  June.  In  England  23  closed  down 
and  14  opened  up  of  which  three  closures 
and  four  openings  were  in  London.  In 
Scotland,  seven  closed  down  and  one 
opened  up  but  in  Wales  two  pharmacies 
opened  up,  with  no  closures. 


Photo  courtesy  Kent  Evening  Post 


Pharmacy  couple  nominated 
for  'top  shop  personality' 

A  Kent  pharmacist  and  his  wife  have 
been  nominated  for  a  "Top  shop  person- 
ality" competition  organised  by  the 
Evening  Post.  Jenny  Bagnald,  their 
women's  editor,  said  the  idea  is  to  find 
the  personality  who  "really  gives  that 
little  bit  extra". 

Mr  Ranvir  Mangal  and  wife  Mahdu, 
Bryant  Road,  Strood,  Kent,  were  nomi- 
nated by  a  customer  after  dispensing  an 
urgent  prescription  "with  a  smile"  after 
hours.  The  customer  also  said  that  service 
continued  as  normal  during  the  Christmas 
period  even  though  a  lorry  had  run  into 
the  shop  and  destroyed  a  lot  of  stock. 

Mr  Mangal  told  C&D  he  was  shocked 
to  learn  of  his  nomination  and  could  only 
assume  that  his  service  was  considered 
better  because  he  was  a  proprietor  living 
on  the  premises.  He  normally  only  dis- 
pensed prescriptions  after  hours  if  marked 
urgent.  He  said  he  had  acquired  the  busi- 
ness about  18  months  ago  and  had  since 
extended  the  range  of  stock  considerably. 

The  competition  is  to  be  judged  on 
personal  visits  by  the  organisers  and 
anonymous  test  purchases.  Six  finalists 
would  be  interviewed  on  local  radio  and 
the  winner,  to  be  announced  in  the 
autumn,  would  receive  £50  plus  a  plaque 
and  Champagne.  The  winning  nominator 
would  receive  £10. 

Heriot-Watt  prizes 

The  following  prizes  have  been  awarded 
to  students  in  the  Department  of  Phar- 
macy, Heriot-Watt  University. 

Final  year — Watt  club  medal,  Duncan 
memorial  medal  and  prize.  G.  F.  Merson 
medal  for  pharmaceutics,  Macfarlan  Smith 
Ltd  prize  and  J.  Rutherford  Hill  confer- 
ence prize  for  pharmaceutics.  Miss  C.  A. 
Dobie ;  Evans  Medical  Ltd  prize  for  phar- 
maceutical chemistry.  Miss  M.  R.  Bain ; 
ICI  Ltd  (pharmaceuticals  division)  prize 
for  pharmacology.  Mr  1.  Fotheringham. 
Third  year — University  prize,  Eric  Knott 
branch  prize,  Boots  Co  Ltd  prize  for 
general  excellence,  and  Pfizer  prize  for 
pharmaceutics,  Miss  J.  M.  Wood:  Boots 
Co  Ltd  prize  for  pharmaceutical  chemistry, 
Mr  I.  McCubbin.  Second  year — University 
prize,  Boots  Co  Ltd  prize  for  general 
excellence,  Boots  Co  Ltd  prize  for  physio- 
logy, and  Isobel  Inglis  memorial  prize  for 
pharmaceutical  chemistry,  Mr  D.  A. 
Tainsh;  R.  Gordon  Drummond  Ltd  prize 
for  pharmaceutics,  Mr  A.  E.  Rettie.  First 
year — Malpas  memorial  prize  for  physics. 
Miss  R.  C.  Benedetti. 
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Westons  suffer  cut-back 
on  profits 

Westons  Chemists  retail  sales  were  up  £im 
to  £20 -953m  in  the  twelve  months  ended 
April  30,  compared  with  £20 -473m  in  the 
14  months  of  the  previous  year's  account. 
But  pre  tax  profits  fell  by  some  50  per 
cent— from  £491,000  to  £210,000  in  the 
comparable  periods. 

Barclays  wholesaling  activities,  on  the 
other  hand,  yielded  a  profit  of  £1  538m 
(£1  •  lm)  on  a  turnover  of  £37 -124m 
(£33 -241m).  Group  turnover  for  the  Dixon 
parent  company  amounted  to  £152-  114m 
(£124 -75m)  with  pretax  profit  £8 -733m 
(£7 -175m).  Because  of  the  14  months  for 
Westons — in  the  take-over  year,  the  Group 
annual  figures  are  not  strictly  comparable. 

Macarthys'  profit  up  15  pc 
on  sales  23  pc  higher 

Sales  of  Macarthys  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 
in  the  year  to  April  30  were  £74m  com- 
pared with  £602m  in  the  previous  twelve 
months,  an  increase  of  23  per  cent.  The 
company  state  that  this  was  an  essentially 
quiet  trading  period  and  that  price  infla- 
tion over  the  whole  of  their  sales  mix 
was  about  18  per  cent. 

Pre-tax  profit  was  £2  85m,  an  increase 
of  15  per  cent  over  the  previous  year 
(£2-48m).  Macarthys  say  that  profits  were 
depressed  by  technical  production  difficul- 
ties in  their  pharmaceutical  manufacturing 
company  and  by  slightly  reduced  gross 
margins  in  retail  business.  Sales  increases 
have  been  satisfactory  during  the  first 
months  of  the  current  financial  year. 

Vestric  form  new  company 

Vestric  Ltd  have  formed  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary,  Pharmagen  Ltd,  in  order  to 
develop  the  sales  and  distribution  of 
agency  products  in  the  UK. 

New  agency  products  which  will  be 
made  available  on  the  UK  market  require 
the  development  of  more  effective  market- 
ing methods,  according  to  a  Vestric 
spokesman,  and  the  formation  of  this  new 
company  will  enable  greater  attention  to 
be  given  to  selling  and  distribution  of 
these  products  in  the  future.  The  spokes- 
man could  give  no  further  details  at  this 
stage. 

Fisons  acquire  Gallenkamp 

The  boards  of  Fisons  Ltd  and  A.  Gallen- 
kamp &  Co  Ltd  have  reached  agreement 
on  the  terms  for  the  acquisition  by  Fisons 
of  the  whole  of  the  issued  share  capital 
of  Gallenkamp.  They  consider  that 
Gallenkamp  will  complement  and 
strengthen  Fisons'  existing  scientific  equip- 
ment division,  and  the  merger  should 
enable  both  groups  to  promote  the  sale 
of  their  products  world-wide  by  a  more 
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fully  international  operation  than  either 
could  achieve  on  its  own. 

Both  companies  share  the  view  that 
centralised  distribution,  marketing  and 
selling  in  the  UK  are  most  important 
elements  in  the  future  of  the  operation. 
Assurances  have  been  given  that  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  employment  of  all 
present  Gallenkamp  employees  would  be 
no  worse  following  the  merger  than  if  it 
does  not  take  place. 

On  the  offer  for  the  ordinary  shares 
becoming  or  being  declared  unconditional, 
Mr  Peter  Hallett,  the  chairman  of  Gallen- 
kamp, will  be  invited  to  join  the  board 
of  Fisons  as  an  associate  director. 

ICI  Pharmaceuticals  to 
extend  research  complex 

ICI  Pharmaceuticals  Division  arc  to 
spend  £5  3m  as  a  further  investment  in 
the  research  complex  at  Alderley  Park, 
Macclesfield.  Work  on  the  new  four- 
storey  extension  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  1979.  It  will  house 
an  additional  100  research  staff. 

The  design  of  the  laboratories  is  in  line 
with  proposed  new  regulations  for  good 
laboratory  practice,  and  occupational 
health  and  safety  needs  have  been  care- 
fully considered.  The  most  up-to-date 
scientific  equipment  and  research  aids  will 
be  incorporated. 

In  addition  to  innovation  in  medicines 
and  animal  health  products,  the  new 
laboratories  will  also  increase  the  com- 
pany's ability  to  meet  more  stringent  regu- 
lations as  government  authorities,  in  many 
parts  of  the  world,  have  become  more 
demanding  in  their  requirements  concern- 
ing the  approval  of  new  medicines. 
Eighty-five  per  cent  of  the  Group's  busi- 
ness is  in  export  markets. 

Warner-Lambert  sales 
rise  7  pc  in  first  half 

Warner-Lambert  Co  report  that  in  the 
second  quarter  of  1977  sales  increased  in 
all  major  domestic  and  international  seg- 
ments of  the  business,  the  domestic  phar- 
maceutical group  being  particularly  strong 
and  aided  by  the  continued  growth  of  the 
recently  acquired  Deseret  Pharmaceutical 
Co.  Sales  in  this  quarter  were  $632m  and 
net  earnings  $51m  ($48m  in  the  same 
period  of  1976). 

In  the  first  six  months  sales  amounted 
to  $1,2 12m,  an  increase  of  7  per  cent  over 
the  1976  figure,  and  net  earnings  were 
S98  5m,  an  increase  of  8  per  cent.  Several 
new  products  were  brought  on  to  the 
market  during  the  second  quarter,  inclu- 
ding Verstran,  a  minor  tranquiliser  which 
has  been  given  FDA  clearance.  It  has 
been  available  in  several  European  coun- 
tries for  some  years  and  is  expected  to  be 
introduced  in  the  UK  early  in  1978. 

Briefly 

Savory  and  Moore  Ltd  have  acquired 
Norman  Hart  (Redditch)  Ltd,  retail  phar- 
macists, 15/17  Evesham  Street,  Redditch, 
with  effect  from  August  1.  The  present 
pharmacist  in  charge,  Mr  J.  N.  Logan, 
MPS,  will  continue  in  the  branch  as  man- 
ager. The  previous  directors,  Mr  Norman 
Hart,  MPS,  and  Mr  Norman  Hill,  MPS, 
have  now  retired. 


Appointments 


Mr  Keith  Sinclair,  ICML 


Price  Commission:  Mr  Harry  Hill,  admin- 
istrative director  of  Beecham  Products,  is 
among  newly  appointed  members. 
National  Consumer  Council:  Mr  Michael 
Shanks  has  been  appointed  chairman  with 
effect  from  October  17,  in  succession  to 
Mr  Michael  Young. 

National  Chamber  of  Trade:  Mr  Charles 
Lynton  Dodd  has  been  elected  chairman 
of  the  board  of  management,  in  succession 
to  Miss  Mildred  Head,  who  was  recently 
elected  president. 

Freight  Transport  Association:  Mr  Nor- 
man Downes  of  Beecham  Products  Ltd 
has  been  succeeded  as  chairman  of  the 
traffic  committee  by  Mr  Fred  Potts,  of 
William  Timpson  Ltd. 
Jean  D'AIbret-Orlane  Ltd:  Mr  Geoffrey 
Burton  has  been  appointed  general  man- 
ager. He  was  previously  general  manager, 
Coty  UK,  and  before  that  held  appoint- 
ments with  Shulton  and  Faberge. 
Wellcome  Trust:  Professor  W.  D.  M. 
Paton,  professor  of  pharmacology  at  the 
University  of  Oxford,  has  been  appointed 
a  trustee  from  January  1,  1978,  in  suc- 
cession to  Sir  John  McMichael. 
E.  C.  De  Witt  &  Co  Ltd:  Mr  Leon  J. 
Godfrey  has  been  appointed  managing 
director  of  the  company  and  its  subsidi- 
aries, including  De  Witt  International  Ltd 
and  De  Witt  (Overseas)  Ltd.  He  was  for- 
merly marketing  director. 
Bayer  Pharmaceuticals:  Mr  Timothy  J. 
Linton  has  been  appointed  financial  con- 
troller in  succession  to  Mr  Michael  Mills 
who  has  been  promoted  director  and  chief 
executive  of  the  management  and  financial 
services  division  of  Bayer  UK  Ltd  and 
company  secretary.  Mr  Linton  was  for- 
merly with  Beecham  Pharmaceuticals. 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd:  Mr 
Keith  Sinclair  has  been  appointed  market- 
ing controller  with  immediate  effect.  Prior 
to  joining  ICML  he  spent  13  years  with 
Fine  Fare  Co  as  non-food  buying  con- 
troller with  special  responsibilities  for  the 
marketing  and  development  of  health  and 
beauty  aids,  and  as  buying,  distribution 
and  advertising  co-ordinator  of  their  dis- 
count stores.  The  previous  marketing  con- 
troller, Mr  Charles  Morris-Cox  has 
become  retail  development  manager. 
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With  effect  from  8th  August, 

Sales  Masters 

have  been  appointed  as  distributors 
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BABYSAFE 


Orders  should  be 
addressed  to: 

Sales  Masters  (Brokers)  Ltd., 
RO.Box  50, 

Southampton,  S09  7DP 


Fennings 
August  Bonus 


We're  making  our  Strawberry 
Flavoured    Soluble  Cooling  Tablets 
even  more  attractive  this  month. 
Here's  why. 

#For  every  box  (20  packs)  you  buy 
we'll  give  you  an  extra  5  packs  free. 
Offer  closes  August  31st. 
#We're  advertising  in  Mother, 
Mother   &  Baby  and 
Parents  until 
September. 
#We've  intro- 
duced opaque 
blister 

packs  "^s:%- 
conform- 
ing to  the 
Child 
Safety 
Regulations. 

Send 

your  orders  through  your 
wholesaler  or  direct  to  Fennings 
Pharmaceuticals,  86  Hurst  Road,  Horsham,  Sussex 
Telephone  Horsham 
(STD)  0403  3427. 


fennings 

For  Teething  without  Tears 
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PROFIT 

from  the  increasing 
demand!  for 

NICOBREVIN 

ANTI-SMOKING  CAPSULES 


More  and  more  people  want  to  give 
\    \     up  smoking.  A  complete  28  day 
-  I        course  of  NICOBREVIN  makes  it 
sXJ     easier  for  them.  IT  DOES  NOT 
^  AFFECT  THE  SENSE  OF  TASTE,  but 
really  helps  to  break  the  habit.  By  keeping 
constant  stocks  and  displaying  well  (showcards 
and  display  packs  available)  you'll  make  sure  that 
your  customers-and  your  profits-are  a  lot  healthier. 

NICOBREVIN  gives  retailers  a 
GOOD  PROFIT  MARGIN, 

So  ask  your  wholesaler  for  supplies  now! 


ANTI-SMOKING  CAPSULES 


MILLER,  13  GOLDEN  SQUARE,  LONDON  W.I.  Tel:  01-734  4246/9 
Sole  distributors 


PORTIA  MEANS  PROFITS 


BATH  GLOVES  &  PADS 

attractive,  handy  size 


WATERSPRITE 
FACE  CLOTHS 

soft  &  colourful 


TOILET  HOLDALLS 

many  colours,  designs,  sizes 


BATH  HATS 

many  colours  and  patterns 


A  CENTURY  OF  SERVICE 
HOLDALLS  &  SPONGE  BAGS,  'NERISSA'  POWDER  PUFFS, 
'WATERSPRITE'  FACE  CLOTHS,  BATH  HATS  &  LOOFAH  GLOVES, 
MANICURE  REQUISITES,  'EASIFIX'  FINGER  STALLS, 
MEDICAL  GLASSWARE,  JUSTS0'  WRIST  STRAPS. 
SEE  OUR  SKIN  PACKED  RANGE  -  ASK  FOR  FULL  LISTS 


PORTIA 


Manufactured  by  SOLPORT  BROS.  LTD 
Goring  by  Sea,  Worthing,  Sussex,  England. 
Tel:  Worthing  (0903)  44861  Telex  87109 
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Market 
News 


Vitamin  prices  change 

London,  August  3:  Trading  in  the  market 
was  at  the  low  level  usually  asso- 
ciated with  the  holiday  season. 

Prices  of  most  commodities  were 
steady  at  former  levels  but  a  number  of 
botanicals  and  spices  which  are  linked 
to  the  US  dollar  were  reduced  in  view  of 
the  recent  stronger  position  of  sterling. 

The  main  feature  of  the  week  in  phar- 
maceutical chemicals  was  the  issue  of 
new  rates  for  many  vitamins.  Where 
available,  these  are  given  below. 

Among  the  botanicals  which  have 
changed  because  of  the  currency  are 
balsams,  benzoin,  cherry  bark,  henbane, 
hydrastis,  sarsaparilla,  witchhazel  leaves 
and  cascara. 

Essential  oil  prices  were  unchanged 
except  for  Chinese  peppermint,  which 
was  down  £0-30  kg  for  shipment.  Spear- 
mint from  the  same  source  was  quieter 
on  the  spot  after  an  absence  of  several 
weeks. 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Ascorbic  acid:  (Per  kg)  £7.09  5-kg;  £6.09;  25-kg 
£5.59  sodium  ascorbate,  as  for  the  acid;  coated, 
£7.29,  £6.29,  £5.79  respectively. 
Biotin:  £6.78  g;  25-g  lots  £5.48  g. 
Carotene:  Suspension  20  per  cent  £41.46  kg;  5-kg 
£40.46  kg.  Crystalline  £175.39  and  £174.39  respec- 
tively. 

Cyanocobalamin:  £3.48  g;  £2.48  g  in  100-g  lots. 
Calcium  carbonate:  BP  light  £135  metric  ton. 
Calcium  gluconate:  £1.420  per  metric  ton. 
Calcium  pantothenate:  £7.29  in  25-kg  lots. 
Dexoanthenol:  (Per  kg)  £11.88;  5-kg  £10.88. 
Folic  acid:  (kg)  £43.34;  5-kg  £42.34;  25-kg  £41.84. 
Nicotinamide:    (kg)    £5.26;    £4.25    (5-kg);  £3.51 
(50  kg). 

Nicotinic  acid:  £3.63  kg  (50-kg  lets). 

Pyridoxine:   (Per  kg)   £26.61;  5-kg  £25.61;  25-kg 

£25.11. 

Quinine:  Hydrochloride  (25  kg)  £95.50  kg;  (50 
kg)  £95.25  kg.  Sulphate  (25  kg)  £91.50  kg; 
(50  kg)  £91.25. 

Riboflavine:    (Per   kg)    £29.99;   5-kg   lots  £28.97; 
25-kg  £28.47;  diphosphate  sodium  £77.12. 
Sodium  pantothenate:  (Per  kg)  £14.42;  £13.42  in 
5-kg  lots. 

Thiamine  hydrochloride:  Per  kg  £15.47;  5-kg 
£14.47;  25-kg  £13.97;  mononitrate  plus  30p  per  kg. 
Tocopherol:  DL  alpha  £17.74  kg;  5-kg  £16.74  kg. 
Tocopheryl  acetate:  DL  alpha  (per  kg)  £15.73, 
5-kg  £14.73. 


Vitamin  A:  (Per  kg)  acetate  powder  500,000  m/g, 
£14.90;  £13.90  in  5-kg  lots.  Palmitate,  oil  1  miu 
£15.18;  5-kg  £14.18. 

Vitamin  D2:  £51.23  kg;  £50.23  kg  for  5-kg  lots. 
Vitamin  E:  See  tocopheryl  acetate. 
Zinc    chloride:    Granular    96/98    per    cent  £405 
metric  ton.  delivered. 


Crude  drugs 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  £11.20  spot;  £10.80,  cif 
for  shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £2.10  on  the  spot; 
£1.95.  cif.  Peru:  £6.05  spot;  £5.95,  cif.  Tolu: 
£4.25  spot. 

Belladonna:    (metric    ton)    Leaves    £1,650  spot; 
£1,600,  cif.  Herb  no  offers.  Root  £1,400. 
Benzoin:  Block  £115  cwt  spot;  £114,  cif. 
Buchu:  Rounds  £2.15  kg  spot;  £1.85,  cif. 
Camphor:  Natural  powder.  Spot  not  quoted;  £6.00 
kg,  cif.  Synthetic  £0.78  spot;  £0.78,  cif. 
Cascara:  £1,030  metric  ton  spot;  £980,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £780  metric  ton;  £745.  cif. 
Chillies:  Chinese  FuKien  £1,490  metric  ton  nomi- 
nal. New  Guinea  birdseye  from  £2,600  to  £3,000 
as  to  quality. 

Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  bark  £490  metric  ton 
nominal.  Ceylon  quills  4  O's  £0.75  lb.  Ceylon 
featherings  £360  metric  ton. 

Cloves:  Madagascar  or  Comores  £4,300  metric 
ton,  cif. 

Cochineal:   Peruvian   silver-grey  £15.50   kg  spot; 
£14.75,  cif.  Tenerife  black  £20.00,  cif. 
Henbane:  Niger  £990  metric  ton  spot;  £980,  cif. 
Honey:  (per  metric  ton  in  6-cwt  drums,  ex-ware- 
house)   Australian    light    amber    £695;  medium 
£668;  Canadian  £820;  Mexican  £642. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £9.20  spot;  £9.05,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:    (kg)   Costa  Rica  £7.00-£7.70  spot; 
no  shipment. 

Jalap:  Brazilian  no  spot;  shipment  £1.30  kg,  cif; 

Mexican  15%  £1.65,  cif,  nominal. 

Kola  nuts:  £330  metric  ton,  cif. 

Lanolin:  BP  in  1-metric-ton  lots  £0.92  per  kg. 

Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,420  metric  ton  spot; 

shipment  £1 ,350,  cif. 

Liquorice  root:  Chinese  £400  metric  ton,  cif. 
Russian  £335,  cif.  Block  juice  £1.60  per  kg  spot; 
£1.50,  cif. 

Lobelia:  American  £1,290  melric  ton  spot;  Euro- 
pean £1,190  spot;  £1,170  shipment. 
Lycopodium:  Russian  £5.20  kg,  cif.  Indian  £4.50 
spot. 

Mace:  Grenada  unsorted  £2,150  ton,  fob. 
Menthol:    (kg)    Braz  lian    £9.75   spot;    £9.50,  cif. 
Chinese  from  £10.50  in  bond  and  cif. 
Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  fob)  Grenada  80  s  £1,650,  un- 
assorted £1,490;  defectives  £1,250. 
Nux  Vomica:  No  spot;  forward  £200  metric  ton. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £1,400  spot;  £1,290, 
cif.  White  £1,720  spot;  £1,610,  cif. 
Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,150  ton,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Root  £850  metric  ton,  cif,  nominal. 
Quillaia:  Spot  £1,15  kg;  £0.95,  cif. 
Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60  per  cent  pinky  £4.00 
kg,  cif. 

Saffron:  Mancha  superior  £430  kg  nominal. 
Sarsaparilla:  Mexican  £1,730  metric  ton  spot; 
£1,690,  cif.  Jamaican  not  quoted. 
Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star 
£810  nominal.  Caraway:  Dutch  £1,075.  Celery: 
Indian  £830.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £680:  Indian 
£550.  Cumin:  Egyptian  £660;  Iranian  £680.  Dill: 
£190.  Maw:  £880. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  old  crop  £13.70  spot,  new 
crop  £13.00,  cif. 

Senna:    (kg)    Alexandria    pods,    hp,    upwards  of 

£2.00,  manufacturing  £0.65.  Tinnevelly  leaves  faq 

No  3,  faq  pods  £0.27,  hp  £0.40. 

Styrax:  £4.25  kg  spot;  £4.10,  cif,  nominal. 

Squill:    Italian    new   crop   £700   metric   ton,  cif. 

Indian  £180  spot;  £155,  cif.  - 

Tonquin  beans:  Angostura  £4.20  kg  spot;  Para 
£4.40,  cif. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £510  ton,  cif. 
Valerian:    Indian    root    £1,350    metric    ton  spot; 
£1,250  forward;  European  £2.000;  £1,950  forward. 
Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.15  kg;  £1.95,  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Bois  de  rose:  No  spot;  shipment  £7.00,  kg,  cif 
Camphor  white:  £0.95  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.25  kg  spot;  £1.35,  cif. 
Clove:  Madagascar  leaf,  £2.55  kg  spot;  £2.50,  cif. 
English-distilled  bud  not  offering. 
Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £2.10  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Pa!marosa:  No  spot  offers;  £7.40  kg,  cif  nominal. 
Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis — Brazilian  £5.35  spot 
£5.00,  cif.  Chinese  £5.20  spot  and  cif.  Piperata, 
American  Far-West  £30.00-£33.00,  cif. 
Petitgrain:  £5.75  kg  spot;  £5.65,  cif. 
Sandalwood:    Mysore   or   East    Indian    £98.00  kg 
spot. 

Sassafras:  Chinese  no  spot;  £2.90  kg,  shipment, 
cif.  Brazilian  £2.20  spot. 

Spearmint:  (kg)  American  Far  West  £15.50. 
Chinese  spot  £13.00;  shipment  £12.50,  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Acupuncture  used  in 
drug  addiction 

The  world's  first  out-patient  centre  to 
treat  drug  addicts  by  acupuncture  and 
electrical  stimulation  has  opened  in  Hong 
Kong.  The  technique  is  to  suppress  the 
withdrawal  symptoms  of  a  patient  by 
applying  a  five  to  six  volt  current  through 
a  pair  of  acupuncture  needles  inserted 
bilaterally  in  the  patient's  outer  ear.  The 
treatment  lasts  about  30  minutes  and 
initially  the  patient  is  treated  daily. 

A  similar  method  has  been  used  in 
Britain  for  the  past  three  or  four  vears. 
The  BBC  Everyman  series  on  July  24 
showed  the  work  of  Dr  Meg  Patterson, 
who  carries  out  the  treatment  on  an  in- 
patient basis.  The  course  usually  lasts  five 
to  ten  days  and  reducing  doses  of  the 
addictive  drugs  are  given  during  the  first 
few  days  of  treatment  to  lessen  with- 
drawal symptoms.  Dr  Patterson  has  been 
requested  to  initiate  a  pilot  scheme  using 
her  meihod  in  the  United  States. 

Dr  Cohen  of  the  Acupuncture  Associa- 
tion told  C&D  that  he  too  had  used  this 
technique  for  3  years  but  the  success 
depended  to  a  great  extent  on  the  patient's 
willingness  to  attend  regularly.  He  said 
that  although  a  small  electrical  current 
was  used  the  treatment  could  in  no  way 
be  considered  a  form  of  electroconvulsant 
:herapy  as  there  was  no  stimulation  of  the 
brain,  nor  did  the  patient  lose  conscious- 
ness. However  Dr  Patterson  told  C&D 
that  the  electrical  stimulation  did  on  its 
own  produce  an  aversion  to  some  drugs, 
especially  cocaine. 


INTCIRPLAN  §YS¥IEM8€) 


full  service  covering  every  aspect:,  for  details... 

OUNJEY  BROTHERS  Ltd.  jado house, northbridge  rd 
berkhamsted ,  herts  .  hpa  leg         flp  (044  271  5417— g 


The  Triangle  Trust  helps  people  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry 

The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund  is  an  independent  charitable 
trust  administered  by  a  Board  of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is 
the  relief  of  hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and  their 
dependents  employed,  or  formerly  employed  in  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry  in  Great  Britain  and  the  British  Commonwealth. 
Such  relief  may  include  assistance  with  the  educational  expen- 
ses of  children. 

The  Trustees  are  also  prepared  to  consider  applications  for 
financial  assistance,  beyond  the  scope  of  an  employer's  respon- 
sibilities, with  education  or  training  in  general  subjects,  includ- 
ing music  and  the  arts. 

For  additional  information,  or  to  apply  for  assistance,  write  to: 
The  Secretary,  Dept  CD,  The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund, 
Clarges  House,  >>~I2  Clarges  Street.  London  W1Y  8DH. 
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isements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5  00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1.00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 


Appointments 


Organon  Laboratories  Limited 
Newhouse  Lanarkshire 

Two  Senior  Appointments 
in  the  Field  of 
Production  Management 

Organon  Laboratories  Limited  is  an  important  ethical 
pharmaceutical  company,  part  of  the  international  AKZO 
organisation  with  interests  in  the  field  of  ethical  pharma- 
ceuticals, veterinary  products,  cosmetics  and  toiletries. 

Applications  are  invited  from  appropriately  qualified  and 
experienced  candidates  for  the  following  appointments. 

DEPUTY 
CHIEF  PHARMACIST 

The  successful  applicant  will  report  to  the  Chief  Phar- 
macist and  will  be  responsible  for  the  day  to  day  running 
of  pharmaceutical  production  departments  producing  both 
solid  and  liquid  dosage  forms.  There  is  a  modern  sterile 
area  and  many  of  the  products  are  freeze  dried. 

Experience  in  the  production  of  sterile  injectables  is 
essential  and  experience  in  the  handling  of  hormones  or 
other  highly  potent  drugs  in  dry  preparations  is  desirable. 

PROCESSING 
SERVICES  MANAGER 

The  successful  applicant  will  report  to  the  Chief  Phar- 
macist and  will  be  responsible  for  the  day  to  day  running 
of  the  Processing  Services  Laboratory  which  provides 
services  to  the  Production  Departments  in  the  fields  of 
documentation,  chemical  and  micro-biological  environ- 
mental controls,  development  and  reformulation  and  tech- 
nical assistance.  The  laboratory  is  also  responsible  for 
ongoing  stability  studies  of  existing  and  new  preparations. 

These  are  important  positions  which  will  be  rewarded 
with  attractive  salaries  and  conditions  of  employment, 
which  will  include  four  weeks'  annual  holiday,  half  yearly 
bonuses  and  a  contributory  pension  scheme. 

Assistance  with  re-location  expenses  will  be  available. 

Written  applications  with  curriculum  vitae  should  be 
addressed  for  the  attention  of  the  Personnel  Manager. 


SAVE  OUR  SERVICE 

Consortium  seeking  to  re-estab- 
lish a  Pharmacy  in  Chesterfield 
require  enterprising  pharmacist 
to  develop  and  manage  same. 

Good  salary  +  Bonus  +  Chance 
of  early  Directorship. 

Box  No.  2488. 


HATFIELD.  Wanted — Pharmacist,  for 
busy  dispensing  shop  in  town  centre, 
good  supporting  staff,  unfurnished 
Hat  available  if  required.  Apply  to 
Eakins  and  Fisher,  145  Victoria  St., 
St.  Albans,  Herts.  Phone  53240. 


For  Sale 

ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  £1.70  doz. 
plus  VAT.  Min.  order  6  doz.  overall. 
CWO.  Carriage  free.  Full  range  Price 
List.  Edward  Kaye  Ltd..  3  South 
Place,  London  EC2 

i^aMHaBaaat 

Situations 
Wanted 


Gentlemm.  Fully  experienced  in 
Dispensing — Slock  Control — Counter 
Sales  promotion.  Available  any  3 
whole  days  weekly  or  5  afternoons 
and  evenings  to  30  hours.  Conscienti- 
ous worker.  London-Croydon  areas. 
670  5698  after  5  p.m. 


Miscellaneous  Wanted 


WINE  TOUR 


An  opportunity  to  join  an 
escorted  party  of  25  visiting 
Epernay  and  Beaune.  The  seven 
day  tour  by  52  seater  luxury 
coach  leaving  London,  October 
3rd.  3  star  Hotels — rooms  with 
facilities  —  Demi-Pension  —  ex- 
cellent food. 

£147.50 

Gangplank  Travel  Ltd. 

41  Station  Road, 
Beaconsfield,  Bucks. 

(04946)  2292. 


MANESTY     TABLETING  MACHINES 

BB3B  35.  Rotapress  MK  II,  also 
Rotapress  MK  III,  Express,  Ribbon 
Blender  5-10  cwts.  Box  No.  2487. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES.  Drug 
runs,  shop  interiors,  bottles,  etc., 
urgently  wanted.  Kindly  contact 
Robin  Wheeler  Antiques,  Parklands, 
Park  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey.  Tele- 
phone: Ashtead  72319. 


Shopfitting 


CHROMIUM,  CRYSTAL  DISPLAY 
COUNTERS,  ISLAND  DISPLAY  UNITS, 
SHOWCASES,  WINDOW  FITTINGS, 
COMPLETE      SHELVING  SYSTEMS 

with  or  without  canopy  lighting. 
Prompt  delivery  direct  from  the 
makers.  See  our  showroom  or  invite 
us  to  call  without  obligation  for  in- 
stant quote.  THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS, 
741-743  Garratt  Lane,  London  SW17 
0DP.  Tel.:  01-946  2291   (4  lines). 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  In  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8    Northburgh    Street,  London 

EC1V  0B A.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegram*:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.1. 


Please  address  Box  No. 
replies  to  :  Box  No.  ... 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 


SEX  DISCRIMINATION  ACT 

No  job  advertisement  which  indicates  or  can  reasonably 
be  Understood  as  indicating  an  intention  to  discriminate 
on  grounds  of  sex  (e.g.  by  inviting  applications  only 
from  males  or  only  from  females)  may  be  accepted 
unless: 

1.  the  job  is  for  the  purpose  of  a  private  household,  or 

2.  It  is  in  a  business  employing  fewer  than  six  persons,  or 

3.  It  is  otherwise  excepted  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Sex  Discrimination  Act. 

A  statement  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  advertisement  is  placed 
saying  which  of  the  exceptions  in  the  Act  is  considered  to  apply. 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD,  Islington.  London  N1  8HX,  and  published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 

Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper.  12j/15£/16S. 
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Tenormin 


and  for  all! 


NEWCALENDAR  PACKS 

AND  SIMPLE 
DISPENSING 


fridav 


THUBS  w 


'Tenormin'  the  once  daily 
antihypertensive  from 
Stuart  Pharmaceuticals 
Limited,  is  now  available  in 
new  28  day  calendar  packs. 


This  means  that  a 
prescription  for  the  calendar 
pack  is  sufficient  for  four 
week's  treatment  at  one 
tablet  a  dav. 


TWO  STYLES 


'Tenormin,  calendar  packs 
^re  available  in  two  pack  sizes: 

Firstly,  the  single  one- 
month  carton  of  28  tablets 
ontaining  two  strips  each  of 
14  tablets. 

Secondly,  the  bulk 
dispensing  pack  of 280  tablets 
containing  20  strips  each  of  14 
tablets.  With  each  dispensing 
pack  10  special  wallets  are 
provided  and  usually,  2  X 14 


strips  should  be  placed  in  each 
wallet  when  dispensing. 

The  new  calendar  packs 
and  the  simple  dosage  of  the 
one  strength  tablet  make  the 
prescribing,  the  dispensing 
and  the  taking  of  Tenormin' 
muchsimplerforeveryone- 
doctor,  pharmacist  and  patient. 


Dispensing 
Ease 

Because  of  the  convenient 
once  daily  dosage  Tenormin" 
tablets  are  made  in  one 
strength  only  (100mg),thus 
stocking  and  dispensing  is 
simple. 

From  mid- July,  Stuart  will 
be  promoting  the  new  pack  to 
doctors  and  it  is  expected  that 
virtually  all  Tenormin' scripts 
will  soon  be  Tenormin'  1  XO.P. 


Patient's  Needs 

The  newcalendar  pack  will 
encourage  long-term  patient 
compliance  by  making 
Tenormin'treatment  simple 
to  take  and  easy  to  remember. 

Each  day  of  the  week  is 
clearly  indicated  throughout 
fourweeks(see  picture).  Thus 
patients  are  encouraged  to 
remember  their  one  tablet  a 
day. 


TEIMORA/1 IVI 


STUART 


Tenormin'  is  a  trade  mark  for  atenolol. 
Full  prescribing  information  is  available  on  request. 

Stuart  Pharmaceuticals  Limited 
Carr  House,  Carrs  Road, 
Cheadle, Cheshire. 
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Fassett  &Johnson 

AND  LEADING  WHOLESALERS 

offer  you  a  Special  Service  and 
even  better  Bonuses! 


N 


Fassett  &  Johnson  in  conjunction  with  many  leading 
Wholesalers  are  anxious  to  give  yon  help  with  your 
in-stock  position-and  to  give  it  to  you  quickly! 
In  addition,  there  are  better  bonuses  than  ever 
on  selected  lines-as  a  regular  feature. 


TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF 
THESE  OFFERS  NOW! 

Bonus  Period 

JULY-AUGUST 

Additional 
15%  discount 
on  the  following:- 

GROSSMITH 
COMPLEXION  SOAPS 
(3oz) 

White  Rose  and  Cucumber 
Oatmeal,  Lavender 
Witch  Hazel,  Buttermilk 
Cologne 

GROSSMITH 
FRUIT  FRAGRANCE 

(3oz) 

Peach,  Tangerine, 
Grapefruit,  Green  Apple 

GROSSMITH 
NEWTRUESOAP 
(3oz) 


SPECIAL  WHOLESALERS 


Ayrton,  Saunders  Et  Co.  Ltd. 

Liverpool 

Bleasdales  Limited. 

York 

E.  H.  Butler  h  Son  Limited. 

Leicester  &  Northampton 
Richard  Daniel  &Son  Limited. 

Derby 

William  Davidson  Limited. 

Aberdeen 
H.B.Dorling. 

Dagenham 

Herbert  Ferryman  Limited. 

Southampton 

Hall  Foster  &  Co.  Limited. 

Newcastle 

Hills  Pharmaceuticals  Limited. 

Burnley 


Macton  (South  Wales)  Limited. 

Cardiff 

Mawdsley  Brooks  &  Co.  Ltd. 

Salford 

Martindales  Samoore  Limited. 

Norwich 

Henry  Sykes  &  Son  Limited. 

Huddersfield 

Ridley  (WholesaleChemists)  Limited. 

Carlisle 

L.  Rowland  &  Co.  Limited. 

Wrexham 

Scotus  Wholesale  Supplies. 

Edinburgh 

Grimwade  Ridley  £t  Co. 

Ipswich 

Rudge  Roberts. 

Shrewsbury 
Widocks  &  Company. 
Croydon 


Also  available  from  stock 

Quickies 

Cleansing,  Eye  and  Nail 
Nestle 
Lite,  Streaks  'nTips, 
ColourTouch,  Lanalol 
and  Pinaud 
Grossmith 
Old  Cottage  Lavender, 
White  Fire,  Splash  Cologne 
and  Lavender 

John  Bell,  Hills  &  Lucas 

Frador,  Fradojel,  Lotil, 
Stop  It  and  Medibath 

Wassen 

Pollen-B 
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